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TVinity School sings for World Cup 


WORLD Cup fever came early to Trinity C E Primary School in 
Henley-on-Thames as their choir joined with local band 
‘Lucky to Be Alive’ and Save the Children to record an alter- 
native World Cup song. * 

Titled ‘This Game is Our Game’ the song was penned by 
Lucky to Be Alive’s leader Matt Richardson and the choir pro- 
vide accompaniment. 

Mags Jackson of Trinity School told the DOOR: ‘The chil- 
dren are used to tackling quite complicated music so learning 
the song was no problem and they thoroughly enjoyed being 


involved with this project.’ 

The catchy song was officially launched to the press at the 
school just before the World Cup began and has already been 
played on Virgin FM radio and a number of local radio sta- 
tions. 

Each copy of the song sold will raise funds for Save the 
Children. CDs are available in the Post Office in Henley , 
Higgs Office Supplies, Music World and Deep Clothing. 

It can also be downloaded or ordered on www.savethechil- 
dren.org.uk and www.luckytobeafive.com 


Life peerage 
for Bishop 

THE Rt Revd Richard Harries has been made a Life Peer. 

The announcement from 10 Downing Street came just 
before Bishop Richard formally retired as Diocesan Bishop of 
the Diocese of Oxford on 2 June. 

He will be known as the Rt Revd Lord Harries of 
Pentregarth (the Welsh hamlet that has been home to the 
Harries’ family for many generations) and will sit as a cross- 
bencher. 

Bishop Richard has been an active member of the House of 
Lords since 1993. He served on the Royal Commission on 
House of Lords Reform and chaired the House of Lords Select 
Committee on Stem Cell Research. 

He said of the honour: ‘As Bishop of Oxford I have appre- 
ciated, through my membership of the House of Lords, being 
able to contribute to debate. In recent years the role of the 
House of Lords in scrutinising and revising legislation has 
become increasingly significant. 

‘I am glad of the opportunity that this life peerage gives to 
continue to contribute from a Christian basis, and alongside 
others, to the shaping of public policy.’ 

Baroness Shirley Williams, Former Secretary of State for 
Education and Science said: ‘I am absolutely delighted to 
think that Bishop Richard will continue his already remark- 
able contribution for many years to come.’ 

Full update on process of appointing a new Bishop on p4. 


Also in this issue... 

A four-page guide to summer events and festivals in the 


diocese centre pull-out 

‘Back to Church Sunday’ in Berkshire page 14 

Wanted - spiritual directors page 3 


What will your church home group be doing 
this autumn? 

Try Christian Life and Global Mission, the new six 
week home group course from Interserve and LST 

Visit www.interserveonline.org. uk for more details 
and a taster. 
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News 



Thanks and prayers for churchwardens 


THROUGOUT June and July a time-honoured 
ritual (and legal requirement) will take place 
across the Oxford Diocese for 
Churchwardens, clergy, and the three 
Archdeacons. 

Each of the deaneries or areas of the dio- 
cese will have ‘visitations’ when 
Churchwardens are admitted and confirmed 
in their role to serve for the coming year. 

‘Churchwardens are 
often the unsung heroes 
and heroines of the parish- 
es,’ said the Archdeacon of 
Oxford, the Venerable 
Julian Hubbard: ‘The visi- 
tation is a very important 
moment for them to be thanked, affirmed 
and prayed for as they begin their year in 
office’. 

As part of the visitation, the Archdeacons 
send out questionnaires to parishes asking for 
information about routine church matters 
from finances and membership to the state of 
the building. Also, each year other questions 
are asked about the development of the mis- 


'Churchwardens are 
often the unsung heroes 


and heroines of the 
parishes/ 


sion of the church in its local area. 

This year questions have asked about links 
with schools and developing the congrega 7 
tion’s sense of calling to serve in the church 
and parish. 

The Archdeacon said: ‘My colleagues in 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire and I are 
keen to help the churches to move forward in 
these areas, as well as making sure that the 
day to day running of the 
church is well looked after’. 

A special feature of the 
visitations this year is that 
each of the deanery meet- 
ings will include a review of 
the progress being made 
towards plans for mission and ministry. 

Churchwardens are highly influential as 
leaders in the congregations so it is important 
that they are informed about the progress 
being made. 

In many deaneries the visitation meeting 
has been opened up so that all who wish to 
come and take part may do so. Just ask your 
local churchwarden for details! 


Time to spring clean Church records 


IF your Church records are gathering dust in 
bulging cupboards help is at hand. 
The Church of England has published a new 
guide titled 'Keep or Bin..? The Care of Your 
Parish Records 7 , designed to help clergy and 
parish officers understand whether records 
should be kept, sent to the local archive centre, 
or binned or recycled. 

First published in 1995, the advice has been 
updated to include new guidance on the imple- 
mentation of the Data Protection Act and other 
legislative changes and reflects the shift toward 
electronic storage of information. 

The most common questions from parishes 


are answered in the guide which aims to help 
parishes develop a consistent, systematic 
approach to church records and preserve a 
record of their local ministry. 

Declan Kelly, Director of Libraries, Archives 
and Information Services for the Archbishop's 
Council says: 'A little thought and preparation 
today will leave a significant legacy for tomor- 
row's generations of administrators and 
researchers - and help protect today's church 
legally and financially.' 

Download the guide free of charge at 
www.cofe.anglican.org/about.librariesan- 
darchives/keeporbin 


Praise in the city 



Photo and report bv Clare Wenham 


‘WE can’t keep our message 
behind closed doors’, the 
Revd Vaughan Roberts, rec- 
tor of St Ebbe’s Church, 
Oxford, told a huge crowd 
gathered in the open air on 
Sundayll June. 

The city’s historic Broad 
Street, where Bishops 
Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley 
were burned at the stake, 
was the setting for Love 
Oxford, an innovative wor- 
ship event attended by mem- 
bers of 40 churches. 

Church and student lead- 
ers and musicians from many 
denominations took part in 
leading the event from a plat- 
form erected high across the 
street. Children were given 


Love Oxford balloons. 

Many churches were sup-* 
porting the event instead of 
holding their own morning 
service and the atmosphere 
was joyful as people enjoyed 
fellowship on such a large 
scale. 

It was a sign of unity, 
based on the message of 
Jesus Christ crucified for us. 
A chance to proclaim the 
message in the heart of the 
city and an opportunity to 
worship and pray together. 

‘We stand united under the 
banner of the cross and 
declare that we are one in 
Christ’, declared the crowd 
in the opening prayers led by 
Revd Hugh Lee, City Rector. 


And now the news... 

A course for anyone produc- 
ing parish magazines is being 
planned by the Churches' 
Media Trust for Saturday 4 
November and will offer a day 
of innovative tips, hints and 
problem solving/sharing. Look 
out for details of the course, 
titled 'At the Heart of the 
Community: Guidance for 
Church Magazine editors' in 
the next issue of the DOOR. 


Can God take a joke? 

The Bishop of Reading, the 
Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, is 
appearing at the Newbury 
Comedy Festival on 13 July. 
Along with Rabbi Lionel 
Blue, Bishop Stephen will 
join panellists from other 
faiths, to take part in a dis- 
cussion asking: 'Can God 
Take A Joke?' at St Nicholas 
Church at 7pm. 

Call the Festival box office 
on 01635 522733 for infor- 
mation or go to www.new- 
burycomedyfestival.com 

New principal 

The Revd Canon Dr Robin 
Ward has been appointed the 
next principal of St Stephen's 
House, Oxford. Canon Ward, 
from Sevenoaks, Kent, says: ' 
We look forward to develop- 
ing our service to the Church 
in he context of new collabo- 
rative patterns of training, 
and the needs of contempo- 
rary mission. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Bishops and Archdeacons 

BISHOP OF OXFORD The Right Revd Richard Harries, 

Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 ONB 
Tel:01865 208200. Fax: 01865 790470. 

E-mail : bishopoxon@dch.oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF OXFORD 

Bishop of Dorchester The Right Revd Colin Fletcher, Arran House, Sandy 
Lane, Yarnton, Oxford 0X5 1PB Tel: 01865 375541. 

Fax: 01865 379890. E-mail: bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org 
Archdeacon The Venerable Julian Hubbard, Christ Church, Oxford 
0X1 1DP Tel: 01865 276185. Fax 276185. 

E-mail: archdoxf@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BERKSHIRE 
Bishop of Reading The Right Revd Stephen Cottrell, 

Bishop's House, Tidmarsh Lane, Tidmarsh, Reading RG8 8HA 
Tel: 01189 841216. Fax: 0118 984 1218. 

E-mail : bishopreading@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Norman Russell, Foxglove House, 

Love Lane, Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG14 2JG Tel: 01635 552820. 
Fax: 01635 522165. E-mail: archdber@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BUCKINGHAM 
Bishop of Buckingham The Right Revd Alan Wilson, 

Sheridan, Grimms Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9BD 
Tel: 01494 862173. Fax: 01494 890508. 

E-mail : bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Sheila Watson, Bede House, Paul's Hill, 

Penn, High Wycombe, Bucks HP10 8NZTel 01494 814571. 

E-mail archdbuc@oxford.anglican.org 
PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Bishop of Ebbsfleet The Right Revd Andrew Burnham, Bishops House, 
Dry Sandford, Abingdon, 0X13 6JP Tel: 01865 390746 
E-mail : bishop.andrew@ebbsfleet.org.uk 



1CI DENTURE CENTRE 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

> FREE CONSULTATION 

► Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

* Economy dentures for senior citizens 

► Delicate chrome plates 

► Comfortable soft linings 

* Evening appointments 

► For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

'Jfty • Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

► Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

We are not Dental Surgeons 


ALL OUR DENTURSSTS ARE QUALIFIED BV 
THE GPORGE BROWN 1 COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM ONTARIO. CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBORG JGR ROAl HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC C AH PARK AT REAR 
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Feature 


Guiding spirit 

The number of people in the Oxford diocese in search of spiritual direction has tripled over the last 
few years. Such is the demand that there are now not enough trained directors to go round. The 
DOOR looked into this growing phenomenon. 


By Sarah Meyrick 
SPIRITUAL direction is ‘one 
person facilitating another in 
becoming aware of their 
experience of God’, says 
Canon Barbara Doubtfire. 

‘It is about accompanying 
people as they experience 
God through the concrete 
circumstances of their lives.’ 

Barbara convenes SPI- 
DIR, the ecumenical net- 
work that supports those 
involved in spiritual direc- 
tion 

Part of her work involves 

requested match 'This is Cutting Edge ministry, part 
people with spiritu- of the fresh expression of church 

or d “go A E [movement! As well as attracting 
meant answering people from within the Church, it 

200 calls a year. a | SQ draws those Qn the edge Qr who 
Now it s more like * ' 

600. One day, for have left the Church... perhaps 
example, i had five because they are searching for 

requests and I have . ... 

had two today something more"/ 

already. 


ing an area of life which is 
often quite difficult for 
adults to begin to articulate. 
Questions about their expe- 
rience of spiritual direction, 
whether anything in particu- 
lar has triggered the request, 
whether they have had a 
director before; the kind of 
person they are looking for - 
a man or a woman, for 
example, a lay person, a reli- 
gious or a priest; what sort 
of church tradition they 
come from. 


bur- 


It is 

geoning,’ she says. ‘There’s 
an urgent need to get more 
people trained.’ 

When people contact 
Barbara, she takes them 
through a few questions over 
the phone. ‘I encourage them 
to express something of their 
awareness of God in their 
lives and what they are seek- 
ing. I ask quite concrete 
questions as a way into shar- 


After reflection, she passes 
on two names from the 100 
or so spiritual directors on 
her list. It is then up to the 
enquirer to take it forward. 

The Diocese encourages 
all ordinands and licensed 
lay readers to seek spiritual 
direction. Otherwise, 

enquiries come from a whole 
range of people, many via 
the internet. Enquirers arriv- 


ing by this route often. have a 
very loose attachment to the 
Church: they just know that 
they want spiritual compan- 
ionship. 

Barbara says: ‘This is a 

Cutting Edge ministry, part 
of the fresh expression of 
church. As well as attracting 
people from within the 
Church, it also draws those 
on the edge of the Church, 
or who have left the Church, 
not necessarily because they 
are disgruntled, but perhaps 
because they are 
searching for 
“something 

_ r> » 

more . 

As for the spiri- 
tual directors 
themselves, SPI- 
DIR offers a train- 
ing course for 
would-be directors 
every year, from 
January to July. 

” The course includes 
praying in different styles, 
practising the skills of spiri- 
tual direction in small 
groups, and exploring key 
themes within the biblical 
and other spiritual tradi- 
tions. 

Barbara says that those 
suitable for training are like- 
ly to be people who already 
find others turning to them 
for help on their spiritual 


A step in the right direction 


People who feel called to the ministry of spir- 
itual direction often comment on the positive 
benefits for their own faith as they work their 
way through the course and then begin to 
work with those in search of guidance. 

Sophie Williams trained as a spiritual direc- 
tor to enhance her training as a psychody- 
namic counsellor and has recently taken her 
first client. She is married to the Rev Martin 
Williams, Associate Rector of St James’ 
Church in Gerrards Cross. 

Sophie says: ‘I had a gap year between my 
certificate and my advanced diploma, and I 
felt that for myself, as a Christian counsellor 
in a secular environment, training as a spiri- 
tual director would provide a healthy bal- 
ance.’ 

She says she really enjoyed the training: ‘It 
was a very, very good course, and there was a 
wide range of people on it - some ordained, 
some not - and it was refreshing to encounter 
different spiritualities. You need to under- 
stand the breadth of the Church to be a spir- 
itual director. 


‘The regular practical role plays were a 
very effective way of learning, and there was 
a lot about self-awareness and being in touch 
with your own relationship with God - you 
have to start with yourself. We also looked at 
personality types, and that was very useful, as 
it’s important to understand the different 
ways people tick.’ 

Sophie feels that the decision to become a 
spiritual director has definitely nurtured her 
own faith: 

‘It’s all about learning to listen and journey 
with each other; and how you listen and 
reflect on where God is in their life. It was a 
real period of growth for me. It was like a lit- 
tle retreat, every other week, ministering and 
being ministered to. 

‘It brought lots of things up for me, which 
was therapeutic, but it was also quite chal- 
lenging.’ 

Would she recommend others to explore 
the possibility of being a spiritual director? 

Sophie says: ‘I’d definitely recommend it. 
In fact I really miss it, now the course has fin- 
ished.’ 


journey. Candidates are 
asked to reflect on their own 
relationship with God as 
part of their application: 

‘It’s not for people who 
simply want to “improve” 
their own prayer life, 
although that is an ingredi- 
ent of the course, and there’s 
no formal accreditation at 
the end of it, but we do 
encourage participants with 
aptitude to go on to practise 
spiritual direction, and to 
keep honing their skills in 
supervision afterwards.’ 

If you are interested in 
becoming a spiritual direc- 
tor log on to 
www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
spir-dir or call Canon 
Barbara Doubtfire on 01993 
810005. 



A rich and valuable experience 

Jim Barker, of Oxford, has been seeing a spiritual director for 
the last three months and says it has been a ‘rich and valuable’ 
experience. 

Jim says: ‘I am on the leadership team of hOME, a “fresh 
expressions of church” community, and we felt as leaders that 
we should all be under spiritual direction. There are lots of 
new, small developments happening there, and it’s about hav- 
ing someone to walk through those different questions and 
struggles with.’ 

Would Jim recommend spiritual direction? He says: ‘I see my 
spiritual director monthly... having someone I’m accountable 
to for my spiritual practice is really useful. In a sense, it’s like 
the continuation of a conversation with friends over a long 
period of time. I can go once, and then, between meetings, 
other things occur, and you can begin to see the bigger trends 
because you’ve had time to dwell on them.’ 


Space One week - a thousand memories! 

16th - 22nd July 2006 

* awesome venue * amazing food *age range 18 - 25 

Committed Christian/not sure if it all adds up .... 
this is the event for you 

Set in a clearing in the Quantocks, Somerset; sleeping 
in en-suite pine log cabins - live at a different pace. 

* mountainboard * sunbathe * enjoy the multi-media * 
relax * be inspired * extreme or epls BMX * music 

' If was definitely the most fun Christian camp I've 
ever been on" JS 

Special offer - Quote the code SPD06 and receive 
a £10 discount 

www . spaceatgreatwood . org 





Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home • 

LivJ-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for se>|#a! week! or Longer-term over several m 

Far further details please contact 


Oxford Aunts 

Established 1967 
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People & places 


Jess is football-mad 



WITH the World Cup almost upon them, families of the Parish of 
Little Missenden in Buckinghamshire enjoyed a traditional 
Whitsun Treat with a twist this year. 


Following the morning service families gathered for a game of 
football with England hopeful Jess (alias the Revd John 
Simpson's football-mad Welsh Border Collie). 

Unlike fellow Collies Jess has no interest in sheep, preferring to 
practise her footballing talents at every opportunity. 

Coach Simpson remarked: 'Her most spectacular move is in the 
air, perfectly controlling the ball with her nose. She's a natural.' 

Anyone happening upon the Whitsuntide game between children 
and collie might think they had gone doggone mad. But the game 
also had a serious purpose, giving parishioners the chance to get 
together. 

John said: 'It was great fun - a match made in heaven!' 


Fairtrade 
Fashion at 
St Edburg's 

MORE than 100 people at St 
Edburg's Church, Bicester, 
enjoyed a fashion show with a 
difference recently. As well as 
stylish dressing, the show 
aimed to raise awareness of 
how careful spending by fash- 
ion-conscious consumers can 
help Third World producers. 

The evening, attended by 
Tony Baldry MP, was staged 
to raise the profile of 
Fairtrade goods supplied by 
Traidcraft and Bishopstone 
Trading Company. 

St Edburg's Youth Club 
members were the models for 
the evening and provided the 
commentary which informed 
the audience about the origin 
of all the goods they were 
shown. 

Sue Ball, organiser of the 
event, said: 'Many people think 
Fairtrade goods are limited to 
food, but more and more items 
are coming under the 
Fairtrade banner. ' 

The evening raised over 
£200 for Oxfam. 


Riddle of the Month 

What row of numbers comes next ? 

1, 11, 21, 1211, 111221, 312211, 13112221 

Send your answers to The Door, 4th Floor, Central House, 142 
Central Street, London, EC IV 8AR to stand a chance to win 
some awesome new albums fom Survivor Records! 

June Answer: John 


J&F Functions 

Outside Caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home. Everything 
served to your specifications, reliable 
and fully trained staff. 

Contact James on 07949 901029 or 
visit us at www.jffunctions.co.uk 


ACCOMMODATION IN PENN, 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Rented self-contained accommodation is available from time to time in 
a small group of 8 flats on the edge of the village, 
purpose-built by a Charitable Trust. 

Penn Mead is situated opposite the Parish Church and the flats are ideally 
suited to Clergy of limited means, retired or about to retire. 

Please apply for further information to Jenny Starr at 

Chiltem Hundreds Housing Association, Hundreds House, 24 London Road 
West, Amersham, Bucks HP7 OEZ, or telephone 01494 830763. 


Artists in Staged Glass 

David Was le y 

RiA.ATC.DipAD.FRiGP. 
ConSERyAtO^ft 
! RjstORiifion SpECiALisf 

0f494 773712 

^wwu/.^RpffliLLEnniviiiARfisTs.co.vic . 



Committed Christian and 
MA, FRCO is available to 
deputise 

at short notice including 
wedding and funerals. 
Wide experience: 
reasonable fee 

Tel; (01993) 813933 


Legal and company 
secretarial services 
for the voluntary sector 

incorporations 

trustee support, induction and training 
constitutions 
compliance 
clerking 

contact Maria Toman on 01 18 9587857 
or email mariatoman@care4free.net 
for further details 


Art Week inspires 
Christian artist 



THE work of Christian artist Annie Ho Cooper reached a 
wide audience during Art Week when her paintings with 
music and words were exhibited at St Peter’s Church, 
Wootton in Oxfordshire. 

Art Week enthusiast Jean Green said of Annie’s pieces: ‘My 
most favoured visit of all the exhibits I toured was to Wootton 
and Annie’s work. It provided a unique experience in a perfect 
setting - iconistic and enthralling. A second visit was a must! 

Annie is delighted and says: ‘My work is inspired by words 
and images from Scripture, traditional hymns, prayers and 
Contemporary Christian Songs.’. 

Search for a new Bishop - update 

Bv Diocesan Lav Chair Penny Keens 


THE Vacancy in See 
Committee has produced 
two papers for the Crown 
Nominations Commission 
(CNC) ; a Description of the 
Diocese, and a Statement of 
Needs. Thank you to all 
those who sent in comments, 
ideas and names - all were 
considered carefully. 

The Statement of Needs 
must remain confidential, 
but the Committee agreed 
that the Description should 
be on the Diocesan website 
when the appointment 
process is complete. 

Sue Booys, Andrew Bunch, 
Prudence Dailey, Philip 
Giddings, Norman Russell 
and I (elected from the 
Committee to the CNC) met 
with six General Synod 


members, and both 
Archbishops, in June to look 
at our papers, and the mem- 
orandum produced by the 
Archbishops’ and Prime 
Minister’s Appointments 
Secretaries from the 
Consultations carried out in 
the diocese. Also for a first 
look at possible candidates. 
On July 24th/25th we meet 
again to agree two names for 
submission on the 
Commission’s behalf to the 
Prime Minister. 

Please pray for the CNC, 
that we may be open to the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
And for blessings on the per- 
son who will receive an enve- 
lope from Downing Street in 
the next few months, inviting 
him to be our Bishop! 


Adoption evening 

Learn more about adoption at 
a no-obligation 'toe-in-the- 
water' evening at Diocesan 
Church House on 27 June. 

Prospective parents can 
meet established adopters, 
pick up written material, hear 
about available support and 
talk one-to-one about their 
own circumstances. Singles 
and couples are equally wel- 
come. 

The free event is organised 
by the Diocesan Adoption 
Agency PACT and begins at 
7.30pm. Call 0U8 938 7600 
or email www.pactcharity.org 
to find out more or book. 


Cellists hit 
high.note 
for charity 

Idle chat over a glass or two 
of wine at Tilehurst Rectory 
at Christmas has been trans- 
formed into the latest 
fundraising venture for The 
Extreme Cellists - three ama- 
teur musicians who play in 
the most unlikely places for 
charity. 

The three, including 
Jeremy Dawson (son of the 
Revd Fred Dawson and wife 
Billie), wanted to play on the 
roofs of every English 
Cathedral over 12 days. 

Fred told the DOOR: ‘In 
the end about half the cathe- 
drals, including Christ 
Church in Oxford, are let- 
ting them loose outside. The 
others have offered lofty 
spots inside.’ 

The tour begins in Truro 
on 20 July and end in 
Carlisle, visiting Oxford on 
25 July. 

Fred says: ‘Go along to 
support them or go to 
www.extreme-cello.com 

Money raised will go to 
Shelter and Inspire. 
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Eco-column 

Don't forget the bread” It's become the 
mantra in our household. We often bake 
our own bread using as far as possible 
Oxfordshire flour. Yesterday we made 
some bread- from Honey and Seed bread 
flour milled at Wessex Mill in Wantage 
using wheat from farms in Tetsworth, 
Nuneham Courtenay, Wantage, and 
Benson. With local cheese and tomatoes 
our meal last night was environmentally 
friendly and good for the rural economy. 
Even though we had to drive to our local 
farm shop to collect it “food miles” were 
greatly reduced compared to the flour 
coming from eastern Europe, the tomatoes 
from southern Europe and the cheese 
from mid Europe. Making choices about 


where our food comes from is about 
choosing for the environment. It's about 
choosing for the rural economy as well. 
Walking past a herd of cows being put out 
to the grass after milking, the farmer apol- 
ogised for holding me up but I didn't 
mind. Milking cows are a rarity and I was 
delighted to see them; they keep that 
farmer farming and they shape the way 
the valley below my house is farmed, how 
it looks, and feels. Choosing locally pro- 
duced food is good for the rural economy, 
and good for the landscape. Who says one 
individual cannot change the world? A 
rural churchwarden in a workshop I was 
facilitating noted how Christians had 
helped to revolutionise the Fair Trade 
market, “We're a Fair Trade deanery” she 
said; “can't we become a Local Food 
deanery as well?”. “Why not?” I said, A 
theme for the Lammas service at the 
beginning of August perhaps? 

The Revd Canon Glyn Evans is Rural 
Officer for the Diocese of Oxford 
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God in the life of. . . 




Escaping the spidery vestry 


Local author Eleanor Zuercher’s passion for lively and relevant chil- 
dren’s ministry has transformed the experience of ‘churchgoing’ for 
youngsters in her local rural area. Now she has written a book to 
pass on her ideas to other small churches. Here she talks to Sally 
Jarman. 


VISIT the rural village of 
Tingewick in the West 
Buckingham Benefice on a 
Saturday afternoon and you 
will find enthused Acorns and 
Saplings at play, under the 
equally enthusiastic guidance 
of Eleanor Zuerchen 

Acorns and Saplings are, in 
fact, children’s church groups 
for 3-12 year olds. And at a 
time when many churches are 
struggling to attract and keep 
children, they are thriving. 

The secret of success, 
Eleanor says, has been timing, 
and an emphasis on fun. 
Whether it’s puppet shows, 
triathalons or ‘feely-boxes’ 
there are two main messages 
that she aims to teach her 
young charges - that God 
loves them, and that church 
can be both relevant and 
enjoyable for them. 

It is also, quite evidently, 
down to Eleanor’s own drive 
to bring God into children’s 
lives. The former company 
secretary with a firm of city 
solicitors (now training to be 
a primary school teacher), 
devotes hours each week to 

Encouraged by the 
vicar to have a go 
she says: 'I had a 
think about it and 
talked to God and, 
though he didn't 
give me a direct 
answer I had this 
tremendous rush of 
ideas. 


the Saturday sessions and the 
planning for them. I asked her 
how it all began. 

She recalls: ‘We moved to 
Tingewick in 1998 after my 
second son, Bertie, was bom. 
By that time I had become a 
regular churchgoer again after 
a gap during my university 
years. But although I enjoyed 
the services I really felt there 
should be something more to 
engage the children. 

‘With the help of our vicar 
we tried various models of 
Sunday School-type worship. 
But often it was just me and 
my two boys sitting in a spi- 
dery vestry. I just thought I’d 
rather sit at home in comfort! 

Looking around for alter- 


natives Eleanor wondered if a 
successful children’s Good 
Friday workshop, already 
established in the village, 
could be built upon. 

Encouraged by the vicar to 
have a go she says: ‘I had a 
think about it and talked to 
God and, though he didn’t 
give me a direct answer, I had 
this tremendous rush of 

In a move away 
from lectionary 
based, tailored 
material for chil- 
dren, Eleanor has 
felt inspired to 
make up her own 
style of activities. 


ideas.’ 

Along with tremendous 
energy it has proved to be a 
winning combination. 

Prior to Acorns and 
Saplings she tried half-hour 
sessions each Saturday. 

‘But it was too often and 
too short and it just disinte- 
grated,’ she says: ‘We had a re- 
think and decided that it had 
to be longer so that parents 
saw it as a time they could get 
on with other things, and just 
regular enough to have some 
continuity without taking up 
every Saturday. Families have 
so many weekend commit- 
ments.’ 

They settled on once a 
month each for the Acorns (3- 
8-year-olds) and Saplings (8* 
12-years) and invited children 
from the whole benefice. The 
response has been huge, and 
not just from churchgoing 
families. 

Eleanor is delighted: ‘The 
invitation to come along is 
treated a bit like a party invi- 
tation. People feel pleased to 
have been asked and put it in 
their diaries. They feel want- 
ed, and that they belong.’ 

Another driving force for 
Eleanor is the importance of 
engaging children at this age 
before they become disillu- 
sioned with church in the tra- 
ditional sense. Eleanor 
believes, as statistics show 
that children who leave the 
church at 12 these days have, 
by and large, already made up 
their mind to do so at seven. 
But it is not just the fact that 


families can plan it into their 
diaries that has helped. In a 
move away from lectionary- 
based, tailored material for 
children, Eleanor has felt 
inspired to make up her own 
style of activities specially for 
each age group, with puppets, 
storytelling and Godly Play, 
among others. All are geared 
to encourage discussion on 
the theme of the day. 

Does such a commitment, 
alongside family and work 
responsibilities, leave Eleanor 
time to nurture her own faith? 

‘Not always,’ she says; ‘ but 
children [my own and in the 
groups] are often an inspira- 
tion. They regularly amaze me 
with what they say and with 
their understanding and ideas. 
They’re wonderful.’ 

Her teaching studies at 
Oxford Brookes university 
also give her ‘sanctuary’ time 
to recharge and pray in the 
chapel there before lectures 
begin. 

She hopes, too, that when 
she begins work at a C of E 
school in September, she will 
be able to bring elements of 
her church work to school 
life. 

‘Being a faith school there is 
the feeling that there is a place 
for God in daily life and I 
hope to be able to contribute 
to that. 

‘I’ve already used Godly 
Play in some of my teaching 
practice sessions and it has 
gone down really well.’ 

When she begins teaching 
she hopes still to continue 
with Acorns and Saplings, and 
is pleased that following the 
success of the younger groups, 
someone has now set up a 
group for older children in the 
village, ensuring God’s contin- 
ued presence in their fives. 

And as if that wasn’t busy 
enough, she has found time to 
write a book sharing her 
model and ideas for children’s 
ministry in small churches, 
titled ‘Not Sunday Not 
School!’ 

Her work is described in the 
foreword by Dr Jill 
Hopkinson (national rural 
officer for the Church of 
England) as ‘inspiring and 
exciting’. 

Something that the children 
of the West Buckingham 
Benefice would most definite- 
ly agree with. 


UeUJJ 

NOT SUNDAY 
NOT SCHOOL! 


Thwujth-thfryear children's inwgramines 

for small churches 



'Not Sunday Not School! 
Through-the-year children's 
programmes for small 
churches' is published by 
BRF. It offers suggestions for 
11 themed sessions of two 
hours and a five-day holiday 
club, with guidance for each 
stage. 

Priced £9.99, it is available 
from Christian bookshops 
and BRF on www.brf.org.uk 



Photo by Frank Blackwell 


Eleanor Zuercher 


ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 

Residential Home with Nursing 



• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, 0X1 2 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 
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View from here 


Urban Change 


I once asked 
a friend why he 
liked living in 
Manchester. I 
loved his evoca- 
tive response: 'I 
love the 

voyeurism of 
cities. A well- 
positioned win- 
dow seat in a 
high street tea 
room, a bus in a 
traffic jam, a 
crowded lunch- 
time pub. I love 
the sights and sounds and 
smells. All-day breakfasts, 
the shriek of news vendors, 
con-merchants in disused 
shop-fronts, mums pulling 
children on elasticated leads. 
Secret rivers and lost canals 
glimpsed from the top deck 
of clanking double-deckers; 
the smell of diesel and trains, 
the waft of beer and nico- 
tine; pavement cafes and 
honking cabs, shambling 
drunks with purple faces. 
And the impatience of it all - 
the briskness, the busyness, 
the skilful feet; the back 
street quiet, the Saturday 
bedlam and the sudden sense 
of loneliness. And the incon- 
gruity: a family of orthodox 
Jews in the Body Shop, a 
stray dog staring in BHS's 
window, a nun in HMV. And 
at night, the lights. It's a ren- 
dition of life with all the 
errors left in, the director's 
cut, the unrehearsed sham- 
bles, the first read-through - 
a daily brainstorm of action 
and colour.' 

The Commission on 
Urban Life and Faith has just 
published its excellent 
report, Faithful Cities 
(downloadable free from 
www.culf.org.uk). It's, 
'about the places we live and 
the way our lives are chang- 
ing'. Not all of us live in 
urban areas, of course, but 


even those who 
don't are radically 
affected by them. 
Faithful Cities 
reflects on the 
heady mix of com- 
plex human life 
hinted at by my 
friend in his reflec- 
tion on 

Manchester. It 
combines and 
interweaves sto- 
ries, analysis and 
practical theology 
in a colourful, 
entertaining and inspiring 
format. 

The report traces the 
changes that have taken 
place in urban life since the 
publication of its forerunner, 
Faith in the City, some twen- 
ty years ago. It maintains 
that, 'faith is now a more 
dynamic and significant fac- 
tor in our cities', and argues 
that, '...religious faith is one 
of the richest, most enduring 
and most dynamic sources of 
energy and hope for cities.' 
Another key change is the 
explosion of a 'diversity of 
diversities', of which reli- 
gious diversity is but a part. 

To explore Faithful Cities, 
The Board for Social 
Responsibility is holding a 
joint study day with the 
diocesan Committee for 
Inter-faith Concerns on 
October 18 th in St 
Clement's, Oxford. The par- 
ticular focus will be the over- 
lap between urban and inter- 
faith issues. Keynote speak- 
ers will be Guy Wilkinson 
(Archbishop's Adviser on 
Interfaith issues) and theolo- 
gian Ann Morisy, author of 
Beyond the Good Samaritan. 
All are welcome. Contact me 
at: alison.webster@oxford. 
anghcan.org. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to the 
Diocese of Oxford. 



Clergy News 

Revd Morey Andrews, Curate, 
Christ Church Downend, is to be 
Vicar, Eynsham and Cassington, 
Woodstock Deanery; Revd Tim 
Garrett, Curate, Oxford St 
Andrew, is to be Associate Vicar, 
Burford with Fulbrook and 
Taynton, Astali with Swinbrook 
and Widford; Revd Alan 
Garrow, Director of Studies, 
Oxford Ministry Course, is to be 
Vicar Theologian, Bath Abbey; 
Revd Stephen Hartley, Team 
Rector, Cowley, is to be Team 
Rector, Newbury, Hermitage 
Team Ministry; Revd Anne 
Ilsley, Assistant Curate, St Mary 
the Virgin, Harefield, is to be 
House for Duty Priest, 
Dorchester Team Ministry, Aston 
and Cuddesdon; Revd Natalie 
Kirk, Assistant Curate, Christ 
Church Gipsy Hill , Southwark 
Diocese, is to be Assistant 
Curate, Burford with Fulbrook 
and Taynton, Astali with 


Swinbrook and Widford; Revd 
Graeme Richardson, Curate, 
Hatfield Hyde, St AIBans 
Diocese, is to be Chaplain, 
Brasenose College; Revd Dr 
Michael Starr, Associate Vicar, 
Ashbury, Compton Beauchamp 
and Longcot with Fernham, is to 
be Associate Chaplain, St 
Matthew's Anglican Church, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; Revd 
John Webster, NSM, 
Woolhampton w Midgham & 
Beenham Valence, Aldermaston 
w Wasing & Brimpton, is to be 
Associate Priest, Parish of 
Albury, Wangaratta, Australia; 
Revd Margaret Whipp, 
Ecumenical Chaplain, Oxford 
Brookes University, is to be also, 
Lecturer in Pastoral Studies, 
Oxford Ministry Course, Ripon 
College Cuddesdon; Revd David 
Wippell, Chaplain & Head of 
Religious Studies, St Edward's 
School, Oxford, is to be House 
for Duty Priest, Ray Valley 
Benefice, Bicester and Islip. 


Mike is all ears for God 


For 27 years friends and family had been pray- 
ing for Mike Wooster of High Wycombe to 
know God. His wife Ruth, an OLM, felt that the 
closer she came to the Lord, the further away 
Mike slipped. Then came a strange answer to 
prayer, and the birth of X-alt... 

By Mike Wooster 

I WASN’T at all close to God when I lost 
my business and sank into a deep 
depression. But, while visiting a 
Christian friend, what started as a chat 
finished with us praying together. It was 
then that God revealed himself to me. 

I felt Him speak to me, at that time, 
that the churches were isolated, and that 
people needed to come together for 
brotherhood and fellowship. I knew 
what God wanted me to do but had no 
idea how to do it - so I did nothing! 

A short time later I was asked to help 
with worship at a church just outside 
High Wycombe (as I had sung and 
played in bands as a young man). 

It was a life-changing evening. Eric 
Delve, well-known for his men’s min- 
istry work, was the guest speaker and, 
during a special time of worship when I 
went for an anointing, he literally 
grabbed me by the ears and led me up to 
the altar! 

He asked me: ‘Why aren’t you listen- 
ing to What the Lord has asked you to 
do?’ 

I went home, spoke to our vicar and 
set X-alt in motion - a cross-church, 
interdenominational minisry team that 
is uniting Christians from all over the 
area. 

Now in it’s third year, X-alt happens 
around 10 times a year in different ven- 
ues across High Wycombe and com- 
bines contemporary worship and prayer 
with inspiring guest speakers such as 



Mike Wooster 

We’re now getting excited about 
being involved in another huge event, 
‘Let’s Worship!’, which is an Omega 
Zone Praise Party and Evening 
Celebration with Steve Chalke and 
Martyn Layzell, at the Wycombe Swan 
on 2 September. 

Last July Eric Delve was the speaker 
at X-alt and I lost no time in telling him 
what he had started those four years ago 
when he pulled my ears! 

This year has also seen a new develop- 
ment for X-alt with a number of village 
churches inviting us to come and con- 
nect them to other Christians in the 
area. This is great news as we are very 
happy to go anywhere in the country. 
Just ask us. 

As this quote from Vance Havner so 
rightly says: ‘Christians, like 

snowflakes, are frail, but when they 
stick together they can stop traffic’. 

For more information about X-alt, or 
to request X-alt to organise a meeting at 
your church or community centre etc, 
see the team’s website: www.x- 

alt.org.uk or email Mike on 
ruth@woosies.freeserve.co.uk 


Mark Stibbe from St 
Andrew’s Church, 

Chorleywood; Paul 
Bayes, the National 
Mission and 

Evangelism Adviser 
for the Archbishops’ 

Council; The Bishop 
of Buckingham; Mike Fuller and others 
from the New Wine Network. 

No-one we have asked has turned us 
down. God has just opened the doors. 

X-alt works to three principles: To 

Eric literally grabbed me by 
the ears and led me up to 
the altar. He asked me: 'Why 
aren't you listening to what 
the Lord has asked you to 
do?' 

love and honour God; to accept his Son 
Jesus Christ was sent to die for us and 
was raised from the dead; and to be 
empowered and filled by his Holy Spirit. 
We feel God has so many more special 
gifts for us than we are prepared to 
accept. But by His Grace, we can. 

In September 2005, we were delighted 
to be part of the team supporting a 
praise day at High Wycombe’s Swan 
Theatre. Around 800 children attended 
in the morning and over 1,000 people in 
the evening. 


Love and loss and a faithful cat 



I wanted to write something feisty 
and funny this month. But I can't. Well 
it may be funnier towards the end, but 
not the first bit. The reason? I feel real- 
ly sad. I don’t want to use this column 
as self-indulgent therapy, but I thought 
that you might relate to bits of it. 

I split with my boyfriend this month - 
after years of really trying to make it 
work. At first I felt a sense of relief, then 
terror; then 'if only' and now sadness. 

Articles like: 'pack an anti-ageing 
lunchbox' in the Reading Chronicle, 
just make me feel worse and remind me 
of the years ticking on. Ending a rela- 
tionship in your forties, is not like 
falling in and out of love when you are 
16, although for teenagers the pain may 
be just as acute. 

There's not as much 'messing about', 
or trying him/her on for size in your 


middle-age (terrible phrase). And for 
me, as a woman, saying farewell as a 
mid-forty-year-old, means more than 
just moving on and trying again. I am 
also saying goodbye to the possibility of 
having a child - a double whammy then. 
Like losing a lottery ticket which some- 
one else picks up, and because it's a 
winning combo, they get the cash. 
Tough and unlucky, but nothing you 
can do. 

Grief, like that big lump of gran- 
ary bread which is supposed to 
be so good for me, sits like a 
dead weight in my guts. 

The fact that 'granary even provides 
calcium, essential for healthy bones' 
(back to the lunch box article) - is not 
much comfort when appetite has dimin- 
ished and lust for life is a little jaded. It 
will return, I am sure, but there it is. 

Grief, like that big lump of granary 
bread which is supposed to be so good 
for me, sits like a dead weight in my 
guts; shifting only when I cry or am dis- 
tracted by some insignificant daily task. 
I tell God about it. I endlessly chatter, 


moan and wail, as that's all I feel up to. 
I presume he/she listens and sometimes 
I feel heard. But I still feel sad, and 
truthfully, a bit of a failure. 

My cat is a great comfort through all 
of this, seriously. To her I am a compe- 
tent and caring provider; with a warm 
lap to leap into. She is totally non-judg- 
mental, extremely vocal, and demands 
to be fed, even if I am deeply fed up. 

Newspapers know that animals boost 
moods and nourish the soul. Midge the 
five-year-old Jack Russell is the Oxford 
Mail's latest signing in its quest to stir 
up World Cup fever. He's no doubt 
cock-a-hoop about wearing an England 
shirt and dribbling with (or should that 
be dribbling over) a football. 

Midge’s owners run 'Trimmers', a 
hair salon which is a cut above when it 
comes decor. You'll find St. George's 
flags by the basins, mirrors and hairdry- 
ers - and no doubt a red and white ‘bar- 
net’ is a big hit with die hard fans. 

This is not for my cat, who is remain- 
ing a classy taupe, but she and I are nev- 
ertheless daily visitors on the Sun's 
'Please improve Wayne Rooney's foot' 
cut-out-and-keep prayer mat. How's 
that for commitment? 
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to the editor 


Coping with my size-14 life 


Every New Year I 
buy a diary and 
enjoy its empty 
pages, full of 
promise. I fill it in 
carefully for at 
least three months 
and, again, enjoy 
the feeling that 
life is under con- 
trol and I’m on top of it all. 
Then, gradually, it all goes 
to pot. 

As always, here I am in 
June with every page in the 
diary scrawled on, scrib- 
bled out, and re-scrawled 
with the paraphernalia of 
family life, work and 
‘everything else*. 

As the demands on my 
time gather pace that (pos- 
sibly smug) under-control 
feeling is sneakily replaced 
with mild but persistent 
panic as I fire-fight my way 
through each week. I know 
envy is wrong but some 
people just seem so in con- 
trol! 

I write lists to ensure 
nothing is overlooked and 
to try to regain that calm, 
beginning of the year, feel- 
ing. The more demands, 
the more I fear something 
will go amiss, the more lists 
I write. I’m currently on at 
least five a day. That can’t 
be good for me. 

Every now and then I get 
stroppy and rethink my 
time management, making 
a list (another list!) of 
essential and non-essential 
jobs in order of priority. I 
get brutal and look for 
things I could drop alto- 
gether. But there isn’t much 



BY THE ACTING 
EDITOR 


that could be 
pruned really. 
I’m basically 
trying to stuff a 
size 14 life into 
a size 10 day 
(ladies’ sizes) 
and there are 
some unsightly 
— - — bulges. 

I expect my protests ring 
true for many people read- 
ing this. The paradox is 
that just when we need to 
be sitting down, praying 

(and listening) to God 
most, the response from 

many of us is that we 
haven’t got time. We know 
that we should put our life 
in God’s hands and yet 
stubbornly we try to battle 
on by ourselves. 

This issue we hear on the 
centre pages of seasonal 
chaplains offering ministry 
to tourists, and how being 
on holiday can give people 
a fresh outlook on their life 
and more time to reflect on 
their spiritual well-being. It 
sounds like a breath of 
fresh air, but I can’t wait 
that long. 

There’s a wonderfully apt 
quote attributed to (debat- 
ably) John Wesley or 
Martin Luther: ‘I have so 
much to do that I must 
spend many hours in 
prayer before I am able to 
do it’. 

So, instead of making 
another list in this busy, 
busy week I’m going to 
actually add one more 
thing to my day and put 
aside time to pray. 

I feel better already! 


Rural communities; interregnums; hearing the church’s voice 


Community Spirit 

I VERY much enjoyed the 
article Community Spirit in 
the June Door. 

In the last eighteen 
months I have been combin- 
ing my role as diocesan 
rural officer with that of a 
Coordinator on the 

Government's Capacity 
Building Infrastructure pro- 
gramme known as 

ChangeUp. In the Milton 
Keynes Unitary Authority 
and in north 

Buckinghamshire the work 
has involved looking at the 
distinctive rural dimension 
of the area which will be 
affected by the growth agen- 
da of Milton Keynes, and 
the effect the expansion of 
the city will have on the 
rural communities and peo- 
ple of that area. Churches 
of all denominations, and 
members of other faith 
groups, were invited, 
through a consultation 
process, to engage in the 
strategic thinking around 
the issues. 

Some interesting findings 
have emerged - more com- 
munity development, com- 
munity leadership and needs 
assessment processes [Parish 
Plans] to ensure the rural 
voice is identified and lis- 
tened to, work with young 
people who will be the 
movers and shakers of 
future strategic direction - 
which community leaders 
will want to take forward. I 
hope also that churches and 
faith groups whose respon- 
sibility it is to shape the 
strategic mission and min- 
istry in those rural areas, 
will also want to look care- 
fully at those findings and 
proposed actions. 

If the rural people, dis- 


located by the sustainable 
development of the south 
east planning process, are 
not to be further marginal- 
ized and excluded by church 
and society, their needs 
should be taken as seriously 
as the needs of those who 
will live in the emerging 
estates. The Church should 
be responding to those rural 
needs as well. 

The report of this work 
will be launched at events 
on June 28th and July 12th 
with events in Milton 
Keynes and Winslow respec- 
tively; details of which can 
be had by contacting Milton 
Keynes Council for 
Voluntary Action, and 
Buckinghamshire 
Community Action. This 
report will help churches, 
specifically in the Milton 
Keynes and north 
Buckinghamshire, to think 
effectively about their 
response to the needs of 
those rural areas. Set 
against the rural context it 
will provide the strategic 
inspiration enabling church- 
es to develop fresh expres- 
sions of rural church to 
respond to traditional needs 
within that context of rural 
distinctiveness. There will 
also be lessons to learn for 
those other parts of the dio- 
cese, such as those described 
in the excellent and inspir- 
ing article from last month's 
Door. 

The Revd Canon Glyn 
Evans 

Diocesan Rural Officer 


Prophetic Voice 

FROM the Daily Telegraph 
of Friday June 2 2006: 'The 
Government signed up to a 


Mystery of local artist’s painting continues 



In the May issue of the 
DOOR, David Clarke of 
Combe asked for our read- 
ers’ help in identifying the 
location of a painting by 
local artist Helen Gibson. He 
offered a £10 reward for the 
correct answer. However, the 


mystery continues as we have 
received two conflicting 
views on the matter, both 
sure that they know the 
whereabouts of the cross in 
the painting. 

Can anyone help us in solv- 
ing this ongoing puzzle? 
Please write to us at the usual 
address. 

The first reader says: 

I HAVE just seen the painting 
by Helen Gibson in The 
DOOR and I think it is her 
picture of the Preaching 
Stone in Holy Cross 
Churchyard in Shipton on 
Cherwell in the Blenheim 
Benefice. This is my parish 
church and I pass it every day 


and see it when I worship at 
Holy Cross. 

I knew Helen Gibson and I 
especially admire her work in 
fundraising for USPG at St 
Peter and St Paul's Church, 
Church Hanborough. If I am 
the first to write I would like 
the £10 to go towards the 
USPG/CMS fundraising sup- 
per in memory of Helen 
Gibson at Christ Church 
Long Hanborough on 24 
June 2006. 

Anne R Clark 

Thrupp, Oxfordshire 

The second reader thinks: 

I ATTACH a photo regarding 
the item in the May edition 
of the DOOR entitled 'Local 


Artists Mystery'. 

I know exactly where this 
picture was painted as it is 
one of my churches! It is of 
the war memorial at St. 
Lawrence West Wycombe, so 
not too far away from where 
Helen Gibson lived. 

Revd Nigel Lacey 

Priest in Charge, West 
Wycombe with Bledlow Ridge, 
Bradenham and Radnage. 



European Evidence Warrant 
yesterday that gives foreign 
judges the power to send 
British police into British 
homes and seize evidence in 
connection with suspected 
crimes committed in other 
European Union nations. 

From the book of 
Jeremiah, chapter 5:'“0 
house of Israel”, declares 
the LORD, “I am bringing a 
distant nation against you - 
an ancient and enduring 
nation, a people whose lan- 
guage you do not know, 
whose speech you do not 
understand”'. 

When will the church, the 
second estate of the realm, 
recover its prophetic voice? 
At the present time, it is 
merely a mouthpiece for the 
Labour party. 

Is it any wonder that the 
church is seen as irrelevant 
when all the talk is about 
'including minority groups', 
women bishops, making 
apologies for the slave trade 
(which church members in 
this country played a large 
part in abolishing) and 
other such things? What 
about speaking out on the 
sanctity of marriage? What 
about the increasing nanny- 
ing and interference with 
our lives performed by 
numerous government 
quangos? There has been a 
little critique but it is all too 
little. Blair is quite happy 
for church leaders to com- 
plain about adventures in 
Mesopotamia while keeping 
silent on the real damage 
done to our constitution 
and our way of life. 

From Revelation chapter 3: 
'Wake up! Strengthen what 
remains and is about to die, 
for I have not found your 
deeds complete in the sight of 
my God.' 

Steve Watkins 

Buckingham 


Interregnums 

I READ with interest the 
Bishop of Dorchester's com- 
ments on interregnums in 
the May issue. I write as a 
Church warden of a beauti- 
ful small village church 
within a nine parish 
Benefice. Although our 
Incumbent announced her 
intention to retire in 
February 2007 some time 
ago, apparently it does not 
become official until a Deed 
of Resignation has been 
signed (there appears to be 
no time limit for this to be 
accomplished) and until that 
time we cannot advertise. I 
cannot see how this would 
work, for example, in a 


school where the head gives 
12 months notice so there is 
a seamless transition. 
Inevitably each time an 
incumbent retires we are 
automatically plunged into 
an interregnum irrespective 
of how we as a Benefice 
feel.This does not necessari- 
ly need to happen if there 
were far-sighted planning. 

Three years ago we were 
blessed with a dynamic, 
charismatic Curate who has 
brought people back into 
the church. This has been 
exciting and fantastic to 
watch. Like the recent Lent 
group theme based around 
the film “Chocolat” he has 
been a wind of change, chal- 
lenging people's ideas along 
with re-instating the long 
forgotten but welcome 
notion of pastoral visiting. 

Sadly his curacy is coming 
to an end. There was huge 
groundswell of support to 
encourage him to stay and 
possibly apply for the 
incumbent's position so 
avoiding a long drawn out 
interregnum. We 

approached the Bishop of 
Dorchester with this in 
mind and a proposal of how 
we would manage this given 
the financial constraints. 
Although he listened polite- 
ly it was clear that the 
Church would not even con- 
sider such a radical thought. 

Interesting, in the light of 
the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's recent remarks 
“We've got to find new 
ways of encouraging the 
sort of ministry that will be 
prepared to be entrepre- 
neurial, that will take risks, 
that will step outside the 
conventional patterns, the 
conventional boundaries of 
the way the church is done” 

This was the perfect 
opportunity to think outside 
the box. We shall lose our 
new found momentum and 
enthusiasm and be plunged 
into yet another interreg- 
num. I think the excuse to 
use an interregnum as a 
fund raising exercise for the 
cash strapped poorly finan- 
cially managed Church is an 
insult to those of us who 
struggle to raise the parish 
share which is intended to 
pay the stipend. Perhaps 
interregnums are financially 
driven and there is a vested 
interest by the Church not 
to overcome the issue of 
void periods! A radical 
thought might be no incum- 
bent- no parish share! 

Vivienne Davies 

Church Warden 
St Andrew's Church 
Oddington. 
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Church on holiday 

Sun, sea and worship 

Offering outreach to holidaymakers... 


You've packed the suncream and the swimming costumes and remem- 
bered your passport. But have you checked whether there's an English 
speaking church near to your holiday destination? Sally Jarman looks at 
the seasonal work of the Intercontinental Church Society (ICS), which 
has been providing ministry to tourists across Europe for more than 100 
years, and talks to some of the clergy who have opted for a working holi- 
day as chaplains with ICS. 



THE availability of an English-speaking 
Church service might not be top of the list 
when we choose our yearly holidays, but a 
surprising number of people welcome the 
chance to worship with fellow holidaymakers 
when it is offered, says ICS. 

The mission of this organisation, founded 
in 1 823 in Newfoundland by British evangel- 
ist Samuel Codner, is ‘to make known Jesus to 
people who speak English, whatever their 
nationality’. 

And though its main work is still church 
planting across Europe, it is also a firm believ- 
er that holidays are a time when people are 
more receptive to God’s word and, therefore, 
placing chaplains in holiday resorts makes 
sense. 

ICS has been providing holidaymakers with 
English Church services since the 1 840s, using 
olunteer Anglican clergy and [now] readers. 
On various campsites through France and 
Italy, from June to September, tourists will 
find a resident English chaplain offering 
Sunday services, a midweek event, fellowship 
and a listening ear. 

Being away from home gives peo- 
ple the opportunity to step back 
and re-evaluate their lifestyle and 
priorities. 

In Switzerland, too, ICS chaplains can be 
found in Wengen, Interlaken, Zermatt and 
Kandersteg (where they provide ministry to 
scouts at the International Scout centre as 
well as in the town itself). Because of winter 
sports tourism some of these sites are open 34 
weeks a year, and in Wengen and Zermatt ICS 
own and maintain the historic churches they 
use. 

Ministers travel out to an allocated site for 
two-week stretches and, in return for basic 
travel allowance and accommodation for 
themselves and their families on-site, must 
organise and publicise Sunday services for 
holidaymakers, and provide a more informal 
mid-week event that could range from a bar- 
becue to a talent show. 

Clergy may also find themselves offering a 
shoulder to cry on or even helping with lost 
tickets! 

ICS seasonal ministry manager, Trevor 
Letchford told the DOOR: ‘Being away from 
home gives people the opportunity to take a 
step back and re-evaluate their lifestyle and 
priorities. On holiday people are generally 
more relaxed and open to enjoying the new 
part of God’s creation they have found them- 
selves in. Being out of the rat race softens peo- 
ple spiritually.’ 

Trevor believes that the combination of 
relaxed holidaymakers and the presence of an 
Anglican minister, available but not intrusive, 
is a perfect opportunity for outreach: 


‘ICS is an evangelistic organisation and we 
believe that providing chaplains in holiday 
resorts is an opportunity to reach out to peo- 
ple who might not come to church in their 
regular lives, but who may feel more open to 
God’s word while they are relaxed and in 
beautiful surroundings. It is a piece of serious 
Church mission.’ 

The fact that a member of clergy is on the 
campsite, on holiday with their family just 
like everyone else, is also surprising to some 
people, says Trevor, and can break the ice in a 

Experience has also taught ICS 
that tourism ministry is not just 
about wishing people a happy holi- 
day. 


way that just couldn’t happen at home. 

‘For whatever reason some people just 
don’t think members of the clergy have fami- 
ly holidays in the way that everyone else does, 
and it changes their perception of the Church 
and religion subtly when the chaplain on their 
campsite invites them to a party. They feel 
that there is a way in and that perhaps these 
churchgoers are normal after all.’ 

Experience has also taught ICS that tourism 
ministry is not just about wishing people a 
happy holiday. Many people welcome some- 
one to confide in while away, or for comfort 
in the case of illness or even bereavement. 

Trevor says: ‘There is an important pastoral 
element to a seasonal chaplain’s work. People 
on holiday see a chaplain as neutral to their 
situation, away from home territory, and we 
can offer sympathy, advice and encourage- 
ment without conflict of interest. If they know 
there is an English speaking minister in the 
resort «they will actively seek them out.’ 
Is there ever a shortage of volunteers? 

‘We haven’t found that a problem’, says 
Trevor; ‘Some try it and decide it’s not for 
them, but others will come back year after 
year. Most people do several.’ 

ICS services are open to all nationalities and 
regularly attract not only British tourists and 
expats but also holidaymakers from all over 
Europe, Australia and the USA. 

In the ICS newsletter, Peter Chapman, 
Thomson chaplain in Cyprus writes of his 
work: ‘You are sometimes tempted to think 
‘what are we doing here?’, and then you meet 
someone or something happens which makes 
you realise you are in the right place at the 
right time for them. It’s simply true that some 
people are more ready to reflect on their life 
whilst on holiday.’ 

Roy and Eileen Taylor concluded of their 
chaplaincy in Tunisia: ‘We had some brilliant 
opportunities for ministry. A lot of it was pre- 
evangelism - showing that Christians were 
ordinary people with an extraordinary God.’ 


Holidays are a time for relaxing and reflecting 

ICS - our 

By David Healey 

THE Economist, not well-known for drawing 
its editorial inspiration from the Bible, 
observed recently that English is now being 
studied by an amazing three out of four sec- 
ondary school pupils from the Baltic to the 
Balkans. 

Only in the Czech Republic, Hungary and 
Slovakia does the number studying German 
come anywhere close to the proportion study- 
ing English. 

A recent study ascer- 
tained that (excluding 
Britain and Ireland) some 
38 per cent of EU citizens 
can now converse in 
English. Making Jesus 
known to people who 
speak English is the mis- 
sion of ICS 
Intercontinental Church 
Society - and the fact that 
English is now the lingua 
franca of our times means that we have more 
opportunities than ever to tell people about 
Jesus Christ. 

So how does ICS spread the gospel? 

Since the 1 820s we have been church-plant- 
ing. The Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus is home to increasing numbers of res- 
ident English-speakers in search of warmth, 
cheaper property and a ‘new life’. 

But in the Famagusta region they have no 
church that speaks their language. We are 
therefore helping the Diocese of Cyprus and 
the Gulf plant a church to help introduce peo- 


mission 


pie to the true source of new life. 

We have continued to partner many of the 
churches we planted. We manage the appoint- 
ment of their ministers, often own their build- 
ings, and advise on and support mission ini- 
tiatives, to help them make known the Christ 
of the Scriptures. Most recently we have 
helped the Grenoble, Leipzig and Amsterdam 
chaplaincies afford dedicated student workers 
to evangelise the ever increasing numbers of 
international students on 
their doorsteps, as part of 
our strategic alliance with 
IFES (in Oxford) and 
Friends International. 
Sustainable church growth 
is our vision. 

We also take very serious- 
ly our ministry to tourists 
on French and Italian 
campsites and in the Swiss 
Alps, believing that, on hol- 
iday, many non-churchgoers will go to 
church! For a free copy of Church Services for 
Holidaymakers which contains locations 
details of ICS seasonal services in France, 
Italy and Switzerland this summer, call the 
ICS office on 01962 430 347. 

Finally, we help people moving abroad to 
find churches through our web site 
www.churchesabroad . org 

David Healey is Communications Manager 
of Intercontinental Church Society. Contact 
01926 430 347 or email: jdhealey@ics-uk.org 


Most recently we have 
helped the Grenoble, 

Leipzig and Amsterdam 
chaplaincies afford dedicat- 
ed student workers to evan- 
gelise the ever increasing 
numbers of international 
students on their doorsteps. 
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By Matt Cresswell 

Thunderstorms, hose - pipe bans, trains grinding to a halt. It 
sounds like summer’s here again and, as usual, Britain is not 
quite prepared for the change in climate. To make matters 
even more complicated the young’uns are back from school 
and there is only so long four walls can restrain them. So 
what are the options? 

One option is to send them away for a week or two (in the 
nicest possible sense, of course!) and this summer there is a 
plethora of youth camps to chose from. CCIUK (Christian 
Camping International) oversee 260 camps and estimate that 
approximately 50,000 young people will go away on a Christ- 
ian holiday over the next few months. Clearly there is an 
overwhelming choice of camps available but if you access the 
CCIUK website at www.getaway.org.uk a detailed search can 
be carried out to find the camp most suitable for your chil- 
dren’s needs. Alternatively, we have picked out some of the 
biggest organisers to save our readers some of the hassle. 
Firstly, it’s worth investigating the CYFA and Pathfinders 
breaks (supported by the Church of England) which run a 
whole range of holidays (under the Venture label) incorporat- 
ing outdoor events, sports, arts and crafts and specialist activ- 
ities. All camps have Christian input while children are 
encouraged in their daily Bible study and walk with God. 
Crusaders (soon to be called ‘Urban Saints’) also run an 
impressive array of holidays from ages 9 to 18. Featured holi- 
days include a camp on the Isle of Scily to skiing at the won- 
derful Chalet Juhui resort in Engleberg, Switzerland. 
Crusaders provide other more affordable options at resorts 
such as New Forest, Pinewood, Smallwood, Dorset and 
King’s Bruton. Another organisation worth checking out is 
Scripture Union who run camps for ages 8 to 18+ with holi- 


days all over the UK including outdoor, arts and crafts and 
sports weeks. For those over 18 there is even a canal boat 
week and the fantastic Space camp situated amongst log cab- 
ins at Great Wood Camp in Somerset. Another organisation is 
Adventure Plus, who have been providing outdoor adven- 
tures courses aimed at young people for over 16 years, has a 
site (equidistant from London and Birmingham) which is a 
haven for outdoor activities. They offer a variety of pro- 
grammes with courses in Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Glouces- 
tershire, Shropshire and the West Country. Adventure Plus 
also have resources for those interested in mountains, rock 
climbing, white water riding and cross country expeditions. 

Finally, Fort Rocky is an activity weekend run by Youth for 
Christ in several different locations including Kidderminster, 
Torquay, the Scottish Borders, Dorset and Kent. The week- 
ends are designed to give youthgroups a great chance to 
bond and grow while having a whole host of fun. 

Based in spectacular countryside and woodland, with 
accommodation sleeping 2-6 to a room Fort Rocky holidays 
are a great opportunity for young people to get into the coun- 
try and get some fresh air. YFC also provide spiritual input 
with talks and discussion groups on Christian issues such as 
peer pressure, drugs, relationships and always include a 
clear gospel message. 

This is by no means a comprehensive list and we thorough- 
ly recommend the CCIUK website for a more detailed 
account, (see right panel) 

However, the lasting effect of these holidays has been 
proved by the countless testimonies of children who have 
been through them. 

Rachel Allen, CCI Council member and Group Activities 
Manager at the four Barnabas Adventure Centres, claims: 
“The spiritual effectiveness of these holidays has been 


proved not only in the recently published survey but also 
over many years. Young people leave changed and trans- 
formed by God. For this to happen we need to galvanise an 
army of people to pray.” 


Related Links 

■ 

WWW.getaWay.0r9.Uk 

ww w.cef i rela nd .org 

Call: 01908 641641 

Call: (028) 9073 2263 

www.ventures-onllne.com 

www.scriptureunion.org.uk 

Call: 01926 45B4S6 

/holidays 

wwwxrusaders.0r9.uk/cruh 

Call: 01908 856000 

oildays 

Fort Rocky 

Call: 01582 589842 

www.yfc.co.uk/fortrocky. 

www.suscotland.org.uk 

htm 

Call: 0141 332 1162 

Call: 0121 550 8055 

www.adventureplus.0r9.uk 

Cali: 01993 703308 

> 



COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

— and Gardens ^1 

from ANTS to 
WHITE RHINOS 
and BATS to the 
BIG CATS in 

160 acres of 
landscaped Parkland 

PLUS • ADVENTURE 
PLAYGROUND 

• CHILDREN’S 
FARMYARD 

• PICNIC AREAS & CAFETERIA 

• NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY 

(RUNS APR - OCT) 

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 
Burford, Oxon 0X18 4JW (01993) 823006 



Open daily from 10am. Mid way between Oxford & Cheltenham 
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This Summer's Hottest Titles 


Dinner with a Perfect Stranger 

by David Gregory, Hodder and Stoughon 
Price £5.99 ISBN: 0-340-90878-5 


Hard working Nick Cominsky 
thinks he has been set up by 
his mates when he receives an 
invitation to dine with Jesus of 
Nazareth at Milano’s restau- 
rant in Ohio. But upon arrival 
he finds himself seated oppo- 
site a thirty something man 
dressed in a blue business suit 
who seems to know more 
about his life than he does 
himself. As the two get chatting over stuffed mush- 
rooms and salmon fillet we learn about this remark- 
able character’s upbringing, his views on all major 
religions, how God balances love and judgement, 
relationships and many other hot topics. Throughout 
the evening Nick’s scepticism gradually dissolves. 
Could this really be...? 

Matt Cresswell 


Dinner 
*itm « Perfect 
Stranger 
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Dr Sylver and the Repository of the Past 
Paul Kencai p/b £6.99 

Terror-rest 
Ed Morris 


WWW 


gift *Vb £6.99 
p/b £4.99 

.highlandbks.com 


Heart of a Hooligan 
Muthena Paul Aikazraji 


Footballing lives: As seen by 
chaplains in the beautiful game 

Edited by Jeffrey Heskins and Matt Baker 

Canterbury Press 

ISBN: 1-853 11 -725-0, £9.99 


Just in case anyone thought 
there wasn’t enough foot- 
ball-related stuff around at 
the moment here is yet 
another book devoted to 
our national sport. 

But thankfully it’s not 
another homage to the 
bunch of overpaid posers 
who grace the Premiership 
every week, but rather first 
hand accounts of the role 
chaplains have played at 
clubs in England over the 
years, something rarely documented. 

The book contains chapters by chaplains from both 
the bigger and smaller clubs ranging from 
Manchester United and Liverpool to Rushden and 
Diamonds and York City. 

It’s made up of sixteen chapters in which chaplains 
recount the most memorable parts of their unseen 
behind the scenes work as football chaplaincy has 
grown to become the norm over the last 30 years. 
Liverpool chaplain Bill Bygroves movingly recounts 
the reconciliation work done over the last 20 years 
between Liverpool and Juventus in the wake of the 
Heysel disaster in 1985. 

Meanwhile the chapter by the York City chaplain 
Chris Cullwick chronicles the period when the club 
was struggling to stay in existence and the small 
ways he was able to help keep them on the foot- 
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Available until 31st August 2006 
at your local Christian bookshop 
oratwww.ivpbooks.com/sales 



balling map. 

This is a refreshing and interesting read with 
moments of both laughter and poignancy, which mer- 
cifully shows there is more to football than the lurid 
headlines we read about week in week out, and will 
be of interest to any Christian football fan. 

Ed Beavan 

The Read of my Life 

CWR, Price £8.99 ISBN 1-85345-386-2 

This comes highly recom- 
mended. 15 prominent 
Christians discuss the books 
that most influenced their lives 
and how they have changed 
since. The recently deceased 
Selwyn Hughes, famous for 
his Every Day With Jesus 
series, opens up the discussion 
with a chapter on Dr E. 

Stanley Jones’ The Way. With 
clear and balanced insights he 
relays how the discussion of the devotional life in 
this one book has shaped his ministry in countless 
ways, forming the backbone of much of the EDWJ 
bible notes. Later Mark Stibbe, of St Andrews 
Chorleywood, relates how the Chronicles of Narnia 
by C.S. Lewis were paramount in his search for God 
as a child and was influential in his conversion. In 
another chapter David Coffey, president of the 
Baptist World Alliance, praises William Carey’s clas- 
sic work on restoring the gospel plea of the Great 
Commission, urging us to expect more from God and 
to be able to do more for Him. Other chapters from 
the likes of Jeff Lucas, Rob Parsons and R.T. Kendall 
makes this an entertaining and uplifting summer 
read. 

Church on the Edge 

By Chris Stoddard & Nick Cuthbert 
£7.99, Published by Authentic 
ISBN: 1 -86024-55 1-X ,£7.99 

This is a vital resource for anyone interested in run- 
ning a mission focussed church in the 21st Century. 
Authors Chris Stoddard and Nick Cuthbert argue 
that in our post Christendom era church should 
always be done intelligently with the unchurched 
held as a priority. Both Cuthbert and Stoddard are 
themselves involved in mission based church work 
and draw from their experiences in compiling this 
passionate appeal for an outward looking faith. . 
Advice featured includes: how to be welcoming, 
how to be inclusive, ideas for running mid week 
meetings, how to run catering events and sugges- 
tions on choosing your leaders. Also provided are 
new expressions of church springing up around the 
UK from the Nightshift programme in Hereford, 
designed for clubbers, to Sanctuary in Birmingham 
with its specific Eastern emphasis. Although some 
of the other examples of fresh expressions are a little 
questionable, the book’s maxim still rings true, that 
activity is always better than passivity. 
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Festivals & Conferences 


1 5 July 
4 Aug 




A variety of music accross this festival. Taking place over 3 days, 
the festival includes children’s activities, battle of the bands and a 
host of artists including Beneva, Cloud Chaser,[dweeb], Freeslave 
and many more. 

www.h3festival.co.uk 

SOLIDFESTIVAL is an annual evangelistic and worship weekend 
festival for ages 11+ and an activity day for ages 7-11. Featuring 
bans like Electralyte and thebandwithnoname. 

vvww. solidnet.org.uk 


The Combury Festival is one-of-a-kind: an eclectic and 
eccentric musical carnival - a dynamic summer festival disguised 
as a country fayre - a lovingly 

crafted, top notch, very English open air party, tailor-made for the 

whole family, 
www. comburyfesti val .com 

The Keswick Convention is committed to the deepening of the 
spiritual life in individuals and church communities through the 
careful exposition and application of Scripture. This convention 
lasts 3 weeks. www.keswickministries.org 


m- 




At New Wine we want to celebrate all the God has won for us 
through Christ; a living hope for now and for the future. Join us 
as we seek to discover all that God has for us here and now on 
our way to that final destination. Come and take time out to enjoy 
a small taste of heaven. - ' 

00 And as you savour the goodness of God we 

A A M hope that your heart will be hungry to draw 
others onto this journey with you. 

np\AM www. new- w ine . org/e vents 

Faith ’06 will welcome people from many nations who want to 
be part of what God is doing, and who want to be motivated and 
equipped to be used by God in their own nations. Enjoy the ben- 
efits of booking early for Faith ’06 and come expectant that God 
s will do a new thing in your life! 

* faithcamp.kingdomfaith.com 

Creation Fest is a FREE Christian music festival held in Woola- 
combe, Devon from the 4-6 August 2006. Creation Fest is free to 
attend, so simply turn up and enjoy the 
awesome line up of bands. 

www.creationfest.org.uk 




12 Aug 
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White Horse Folk Festival is a small, friendly festival held in 
Oxfordshire where there is plenty of fine singing, quality guests 
and good company. 

www. way away . co . uk/whff 


Detling seeks to equip, encourage and empower the church to be 
all God intended us to be. Detling is Revival Fire’s annual Bible 
Week, held in the heart of beautiful Kent. Detling 2000 was our 
first year and the conference has grown fantastically since then 


wAvw.detling.com 


I will ask the Father and He will give you another Counsellor to 
be with you forever — the Spirit of truth” 

Jn 14vl6-17 

What a promise. As we follow Jesus and try to live lives that 
reflect Him, He says that we aren’t alone. The Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of truth, shows us more of Jesus and radically changes our 
lives. www.soulsurvivor.com/uk/events 


spirit truth 1 


Tim Hughes sits down with worship leader Noel Richards and 
asks the practical questions. Also hear a bit about Noel’s massive 
summer event in Germany, ‘Calling All Nations’! 

www.passionforyoumame.com 




Soul Survivor with a fresh, mature spin. Going a bit deeper, 
stretching ourselves further. Creating space for a community of 
young adults to seek Jesus with their whole lives. 

www. soul survivor, com/uk/e vents/mo men tumO 6 


Greenbelt isn’t a movement. At least, not in the sense that it 
actively seeks to establish other Greenbelt-like events or even 
Greenbelt churches. At the same time, Greenbelt inspires the lives 
of countless people to live different lives beyond the four-day 
Festival itself. 

wrww.greenbelt.org.uk 


greenbelt. 


Need we say anymore? The big Reading Festival with huge names 
this year! 

wwrw.readingfestival.com 




Listings for the best Christian 
festivals in Britain this year 


Greenbelt 

August 25 - 28 

Started by Dutch Calvinists 
in 1973 the Greenbelt festi- 
val, based at Cheltenham 
Race Course, regularly 
attracts around 20,000 visi- 
tors for a celebration of 
Christian arts and music. 
This year features music 
from Daniel Beddingfield, T 
Bone Burnett, Kevin Max 
and the Ukulele Orchestra 
of Great Britain amongst 
others. Also worth investi- 
gating is a gamut of comedy 
and performing arts from 
the likes of Jude Simpson 
and Big Wooden Horse. Par- 
ticularly noteworthy are a 
cluster of films shown this 
year: The Life and Death of a 
Hippie Preacher by David 
Di Sabatino discusses the 
death of a church planting 
‘Jesu Freak’ who died of 
\ID£ Also on the bill is 
Sc^rea Sacred by award 
wi.in.ng llmmaker Velcro 
F^p^er. by visiting the 
‘Ground Zeros’ of the plan- 
et, he asks if it is possible to 
find hope in the darkest 
moments of human history. 


Greenbelt, a mind stretch- 
ing, entertaining and con- 
troversial festival worth 
investigating. 

Accommodation: Camp- 
ing and caravans. Some off- 
site rooms. 

Booking: £80, reduction if 
booked before July 31. Day 
rates £14- £27. 

Keswick 

July 15 -August 4 

If your looking for a break 
that will take you deeper 
into the Bible then Keswick 
ministries in Cumbria could 
be the one for you. Running 
over three weeks along the 
theme of The Church in the 
Power of the Spirif . Speak- 
ers include Chris Wright, 
Luis Palau, Vaughan 
Roberts and Amy Orr- 
Ewing who will tackle the 
topic of the church and its 
relationship to our evangel- 
ism. Based in Keswick town 
centre the actual confer- 
ence does not cost anything 
although the organisers 
suggest a £55 contribution. 
(Accomodation details 
see next page.) 


Soul Survivor 

Shepton Mallet Week A 9 - 
13 August, Week B: 14 - 18 
August 

The Soul Survivor Festivals 
take place at the Royal Bath 
and West Showground in 
Shepton Mallet in August, 
and offers the chatfce for peo- 
ple to ‘get caught up in the 
immense adventure’ of follow- 
ing Jesus. 

The theme of this year’s festi- 
val is ‘In Spirit and Truth’, and 
promises to allow plenty of 
time for the Holy Spirit to 
move and speak to festival 
goers. 

There will be a range of semi- 
nars with speakers including 
the Bishop of Maidstone, the 
Rt Rev Graham Cray, Tear- 
fund’s David Westlake and J 
John. 

Other attractions include sev- 
eral cafes, a cinema, and loads 
of bands such as Spoken 
Groove, Onehundredhours, 
Superhero and Numinous. 
Accommodation: Camping 
and caravans 

Booking: £80 on www.soul- 
survivor.com, for information 
call 0870 054 3331. 


WEEK A WEDNESDAY 9 - SUNDRY 13 AUGUST 
WEEK B MONDAY 14 - FRIDAY 18 AUGUST 


s'RL BATH AND WE! 
EPTQN MALIFT 


SHOWGROUND. 


inspiritand intruth 




SOOL SURVIVOR 2006 


bm 


Still loohing for somewhere to tahe your young people 
this summer? Why not come to Soul Survivor for 5 days 
hanging out with Jesus in Somerset 


Speakers include 

• Brother Andrew at Soul Survivor B. 

• Graham Cray. The Bishop of Maidstone. 

• Roy Crowne. Director of YFC. 

• David Westlake. Tearfund 

• J John. Philo Trust 


Plus a packed programme of sports, cafes, a skate park, 
films, bands and plenty of opportunities for water fights! 
1 



For a quick and easy way to book go to 

www.soul3urvlvor.com/uH 


Or call 0870 054 3331 for a booking form 





(survivor 
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Keswick Accommodation: 

Guests are encouraged to 
find accommodation in the 
town and there is a Keswick 
Visitor and Information and 
Accommodation Guide avail- 
able (see www.keswick.org) 
for more information). 
Booking: Although free 

please tell them if you plan to 
come via the website. 

Keswick in Wales also runs 
from August 7 - 11 at the 
Pavilion, Llandrindod Wells, 
Powys. Call 01597 822700 or 
visit 

www.keswickinwales.org.uk 

New Wine 

Shepton Mallet July 30 - 
August 5, Newark July 22 - 28 

New Wine are hosting their 
‘Heavenbound’ conferences 
at the Royal Bath and West 
Showground, Shepton Mal- 
let, Somerset and also at 
Newark and Notting- 
hamshire County Show- 
ground. Along the theme of 
‘God has placed eternity in 
our hearts and points us 
heavenward’, the conference 
will aim to look deeper con- 
sidering not only our eternal 
hope but what ‘Christ has 
done for us now’. Speakers 
include Derek Morphew, 
Kenny Borthwick (south) 
and Don Williams (north). 

Accommodation: Camping 
and Caravans 

Booking: Online, £121. 

Postal, £ 128. Half day tickets 
available. Call 020 8567 6717 
or www.newwine.org to book 

Lee Abbey 

All through the summer 


Located on the stunning 
North Devon coast where 
Exmore meets the sea, Lee 
Abbey is a Christian confer- 
ence, retreat and holiday 
centre. This Summer fea- 
tures a series of non stop 
events, lasting as a long as a 
day to a week. On the bill are 
sessions about councelling, 
encountering God, music 
and media for 21st century 
mission, creative writing 


seminars, Hollywood and 
bringing the Bible to life. If 
you’re looking for an enjoy- 
able family week away, the 
Abbey run breaks between 
July 22 to September 2. Spe- 
cialist weeks are entitled 
‘Mission To Go’ with Guy 
Bridgewater and ‘Meetings 
with Jesus’ with Chris 
Edmondson. Lee Abbey is 
made up from an interde- 
nominational team of over 90 




individuals and families from 
across the globe brought 
together in a serving com- 
munity. The dramatic Valley 
of the Rocks provides a 
breathtaking entrance to the 
pastures, woodlands, and pri- 
vate beach that makes up the 
Lee Abbey estate. Experienc- 
ing the breath taking views 
alone will do wonders to any- 
one’s spiritual life. 

Booking: call 01598 752621 
or visit 

www.leeabbey.org.uk 

The Detling 
Conference 

Since its genesis 2000 the 
Detling Conferences have 
steadily been growing. Locat- 
ed in the heart of Kent the 
conference is organised by 
Revival Fire and aims to pro- 
vide a fusion of both word 
and spirit ministry. The 
theme is “As it is in Heaven”. 
Each day is broken down 
around the Lord’s Prayer 
and will be applied through- 
out morning meetings and 
seminars. Speakers include 
RT.Kendall, J John, Dan 
and Mary Sutherland, 
Arnold Muwonge, Catherine 
Brown. Music and worship 
will feature Russ Hughes and 
Helen Gallagher with chil- 
dren’s ministry from Steve 


Legg and Ishmael. 
Accommodation: Camping 
with disabled facilities. 
Booking: Adults £110. Con- 
cessions for 60+ and those on 
benefits. To book see web- 
site: www.detling.com or call 
0870 901 7777 

Grapevine 

August 25-29 

Based at the Lincolnshire 
showground the Grapevine 
conference has about 12,000 
delegates and features teach- 
ing and ministry centred 
around the ‘church on the 
move’. Speakers include, 
Steve Bell, Dave Gentry, 
Rambabu, Andy Hawthorne 
and Greg Haslam. Featured 
worship leaders are Matt 
Redman, Reuban Morgan 
(Hillsongs). 

Accommodation: Camping 
or caravan, some off site 
accommodation. 

Booking: £75 for pitch and 
event, £55 for just the event. 
Day pass £16. For booking 
call 01522 533 535 or visit 
www.grapevinecelebration. o 

rg 

Awakening UK 
2006 

September 2 

After its pilot showing last 
year this one day festival 
located at Canberry, just out- 


side Edinburgh, promises 
am inspiring combination of 
music and teaching. Ruth 
Graham (daughter of Billy 
Graham) will be sharing 
from her life and Mark 
Stibbe, senior leader of St 
Andews Chorleywood, will 
also be speaking. With wor- 
ship from Andrew Mitchell, 
Lou Fellingham, Phatfish 
and Ian White this is a great 
suumer outing idea for 
church groups. 

Accomodation: You can 
stay at Carberry tower from 
£28.00, call 0131 665 3135 
Booking: ‘Early Bird’ Tick- 
ets available for a limited 
time. Adults £10, Kids £5 
Call 0131 665 4483 visit 
www.awakeninguk. org 

Living Water 

12-16 August 

Living Water takes place this 
year at the Norfolk Show- 
ground near Norwich, and 
the theme for this year’s fes- 
tival is ‘Belonging’ and how 
no-one is excluded from 
God’s promises. 

The festival’s vision is to see 
people encounter God’s 
transforming love and power 
so that they can go on to 
make an impact on the life of 
the church and wider com- 
munity. 

There will be a full pro- 
gramme for all age groups 
including teenagers and a 
creche for under-twos. 

The adult programme 
includes morning worship 
sessions led by Lynn Swart, 
while seminar speakers 
include David Campbell, 
John and Anne Coles and 
Simon Ponsonby. 

The Cafe Lite venue offers 
live entertainment every 
evening, while the Market 
Place exhibition area will 
host stands from a wide vari- 
ety of exhibitors including 
the Bible Society and Fair- 
trade. 

Accommodation: Camping 
and Caravanning 
Booking: £85 on 

www.lwradio.co.uk or call 
01760 441441 


GAP YEAR TEAM 
MEMBER. 

Play a vital role in service to 
guests at our Outdoor 
Adventure Centre in 
Ardeonaig, Loch Tayside, 
Scotland. 

Challenging... Equiping... 
Encouraging. . .Training. 

For information see 
www.ardeonaig.org and 
www.abernethytrust.org.uk. 
Contact Sue Wyllie on 
AT@ardeonaig.org or 
Tel: 01567 820523. 
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Church on holiday 


Fellowship in Zermatt 


The Revd Gerald Hegarty has been a season- 
al chaplain for ICS since 1988, travelling to 
resorts in Austria and Switzerland for two 
weeks each summer season. His family have 
grown up with the idea of Dad’s working hol- 
iday, and though they are now independent 
he says often they still want to come and join 
in. 

In recent years Gerald has been based in 
Zermatt in Switzerland, where he stays in an 
apartment. St Peter’s Church in the town is 
owned and maintained by ICS. 

He says: ‘Zermatt is an all-year-round 
resort which has an ICS chaplain for 34 
weeks of the year, and you get a wide cross- 
section of people and 

nationalities, often the They all enjoy the min- 
services we hold have a mix . f . +h / + 

of British, American, IStr y 3110 tflere S 3 9 reat 


Australian, German, Dutch Sense Of fellowship. They 
and may be more. They are w j|| s ^ ay on f or a g es f or a 
relaxed, informal-style 

services, with probably Ch^t HftGT th6 SGTViCG. 

what you would call an 

English village church feel. We often get 20 to 
N 80 people in the congregation. 

‘Some people are local ex-pats, who seem 
to welcome the chance of English speaking 
services and are our ‘regulars’, while others 
might be climbers, skiers, walkers or other 
holidaymakers. 

‘They all enjoy the ministry and there’s a 
great sense of fellowship. They will stay and 
chat for ages after the service. 

‘We’ve been going at the same time for a 
number of years and we’re finding now that 
we know some of the congregation who have 
also returned a number of times. It’s wonder- 
ful to have that continuity and make those 
friendships.’ 

A prayer box in the Church allows people 
to put in a request for prayers to be said in 
the service, and it is nearly always full 
whether for prayers remembering family and 
friends at home, or for more sombre 
thoughts. 


Gerald says: ‘Although it is a holiday resort 
the nature of the holidays here means that 
there is always the potential for tragedy, and 
tragedies do happen. When I arrived last year 
it was in the wake of a climbing accident in 
which people had died. 

That sort of thing has a knock-on effect on 
the whole resort and I found quite a few peo- 
ple wanted to talk to me about it.’ 

Holidays are also a time for people to take 
stock and perhaps think out a problem that 
has been bothering them and Gerald has had 
a fair share of people who felt able to talk to 
him because he was a listening ear without 
being too close to home. They feel freer to 
open up about their inner 
feelings than they would in 
their home communities. 

Usually people seek him 
out in St Peter’s where he 
visits for a time in the 
evenings: ‘The Church is 
always open and my photo 
is up on the board so peo- 
ple know what I look like if they want to find 
me and they often do. 

Gerald thinks that the presence of an 
English speaking chaplain in holiday resorts 
adds an important dimension to holidays for 
many people. 

‘People with a faith welcome the chance to 
worship and celebrate with others on holiday, 
and find it uplifting and exciting. Very often 
friendships are formed after services. 

‘Others might think of their relationship 
with God for the first time as they are taken 
out of their usual lives , or equally if they are 
faced with a tragedy of some sort. 

As for taking his work on holiday with him 
Gerald laughs: ‘It obviously does intrude on 
the family a little, but they keep on coming 
back with me, so it can’t be all that bad, and 
you meet some great people.’ 

Gerald Hegarty is vice-principal of St 
Albans and Oxford Ministry Course and a 
member of the ICS council. 


TO find out if there is an ICS chaplain or church service near to your holiday destination this 
summer, go to www.churchesabroad.org which lists not only ICS seasonal services but those 
of international Anglican churches partnered by ICS in Europe and beyond, as well as giving 
links to other church listings. 









Chaplains have accomodation in the resort in return for their services copyright ICS 


Team building and mission in the Loire 

Bv Ann Douglas 

CAMPING! Well, we did it until our children 
were teenagers, but now we want a bit more 
comfort. Yet we were persuaded by Ian 
Watson, friend and chief executive of ICS, to 
take a ministry team to France last summer. 

Saumur, in the Loire valley, was to be our 
destination, and a team of eleven were booked 
to join my husband and I over the two weeks 
of my chaplaincy. The campsite was wonder- 
ful, with a superb mobile home to use as our 
base - so no ‘roughing it’! 

This was to be a combination of Mission 
with holiday, and our team was to run the 
English speaking Sunday services using a local 
Roman Catholic church, and find the congre- 
gation! 

Our job was to make friends with our 
neighbours on the campsite, and generally 
invite other English speaking holidaymakers 
to our services wherever we met them. 

We posted flyers in campsites, tourist 
offices, supermarkets and even on British reg- 
istered cars, and put on a puppet show for the 
‘kids club’ on the campsite, inviting the fami- 
lies to come on Sunday for some more. We all 


joined in with leading the service - even the 
small children managed some puppets! 

At the first service we were struck by the 
number of ex-pats now living in France who 
were desperate for an English speaking service 
for the 4 weeks of the summer when there 
was an ICS chaplain available. One couple 
had travelled 8o miles to come to church! 

We also had several families who didn’t 
normally go to church regularly, but enjoyed 
coming along, and even joined us for a mid- 
week ‘puddings and praise’ evening at our 
mobile home. 

For the second Sunday, we held a workshop 
for visiting children to learn to use puppets 
for a couple of songs, which we included in 
the service. 

What a brilliant way to team-build and 
learn to do Mission together in an informal 
setting... to say nothing of the gorgeous food, 
wine and weather which we had plenty of 
time to enjoy. Would we do it again? 
Certainly. 

Ann Douglas is Team Rector in Woodley 



With an up-to-date "A Church Near You" page, 
new visitors will always be able to find your church 

f ' 

It's quick, easy and accurate... and free! 
Sign-up your church today. 
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Church by invitation 

Berkshire prepares for Back to Church Sunday 


Back To Church Sunday has been hailed as a great success by congrega- 
tions that have tried it. Manchester churches recorded a 10 per cent 
increase in Sunday service attendance months after the event last year. 

In our own diocese Wokingham was delighted by the results of the ven- 
ture. This year all parishes in the Berkshire Archdeaconry are being urged 
to take part. The DOOR found out more. 

What is Back to Church Sunday? Why do it? 

BACK To Church Sunday is a project which began in 
Manchester three years ago and now includes Wakefield as 
well as 350 parishes throughout the country. 

The idea is for churches to invite people in their parishes, 
who have had some connection with the Church, to come 
back and see what they are missing. Those who have never 
been churchgoers are also welcome. The key to success, say 
organisers, is the personal invitation and attention. 

Churches taking part have access to resources such as 
prayer cards, invitations, and goody bags and support from 
their dioceses. 

Traidcraft is again supporting the project this year, pledging 
thousands of chocolate bars for churches to give visitors. 

Voices of experience 




'SI * 







BACK to Church Sunday was 
a great success for the 
Manchester Diocese last 
year. Nearly 900 people 
came back to church on Back 
to Church Sunday and 91 per 
cent said they would consid- 
er coming back again. 

A spokesman for the dio- 
cese said of Berkshire’s 
upcoming campaign: ‘We 
hope that as many churches 
as possible will be on board. 

We all want to 

be known as a 'We've learnt that 


Monday, Tuesday, through to 
Saturday. So that the person 
can begin to think “this place 
could be quite a focal point 
for my life”.’ 

Worshippers in the 
Wakefield Diocese, in 
Yorkshire, were similarly 
impressed with their cam- 
paign. 

‘At Christ Church the con- 
gregation commented: ‘Back 
to Church Sunday is the most 
significant event 
that has hap- 
“wdcoming” jf on , , et pened at Christ 

church but it is Church in the 

also important down th6 nets, God last 10 years.’ 
to be an “invit yyj|| fj|| 7 Other church- 

t i” church; for es 


By Jo Loveridge 

I HAVEN’T seen ... in 
Church for ages’... Surely we 
all know people who used to 
be church members, but 
seem to have fallen away. 

Then there are all the bap- 
tism and confirmation fami- 
lies, and many others, who 
have shown interest in the 
Church, but somehow never 
came regularly. 

Everyone in the con- 
gregation can be 
involved, thinking and 
praying about people 
they could invite Back 
to Church 

Back to Church Sunday, 
on 26 November, The Feast 
of Christ the King, is an ideal 
time to invite someone to 
come along once more. 

Churches will hold their 
normal services, but with an 
especially warm welcome. 
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The eyecatching 2006 Back To Church Sunday logo 


perhaps using well-known 
hymns, a direct and mean- 
ingful sermon, and after- 
wards proper, freshly brewed 
coffee and home made cakes 
as people mix together. 

Everyone can be involved, 
thinking and praying about 
people they could invite Back 
to Church. All they have to 
do is each fill in three invita- 
tions for neighbours, friends, 
or anyone else they think 
might enjoy the opportunity. 

Invitations can also be sent 
to parents through Church 
schools, baptism lists, previ- 
ous electoral rolls etc. People 


to 


who have never been 
church are welcome too! 

To make the most of the 
event churches should pro- 
duce a welcome pack of 
information about activities, 
and also plan a nurture 
course, such as Emmaus or 
Alpha for January. Many 
may well be doing this 
already! 

And, don’t forget all the 
splendid Christmas services, 
perfect for newcomers. 

Manchester diocese has 
successfully held a Back to 
Church Sunday for several 
years and it has proved to 


increase congregation sizes - 
initially extremely well, but 
even many months later by 
10%. Many of the denomi- 
nations in the Berkshire Area 
are participating in this, and 
the Regenerate campaign in 
Reading has taken up the 
idea and has promised to 
fund some advertising. So, 
the more Churches that par- 
ticipate in this the better; as 
more publicity will be gener- 
ated when people talk 
together about going Back to 
Church. 

Jo Loveridge is Area Dean of 
Bradfield, Berkshire. 


What you need to do - a parish timeline 


ns to take this opportunity, 
with God’s help and the 
resources and ideas provid- 
ed, for people to say that it 
was worth coming back and 
they would like to come 
again.’ 

Churches there found the 
concept of invitation made it 
easy to ask people to join 
them: ‘It’s amazingly simple. 
You just say “I’m going to 
Church on Sunday and it is 
going to be good, please 
come with me.” It’s not being 
intrusive but welcoming.’ 
Information was also cru- 
cial: ‘It’s important to assume 
the person coming back has 
* little knowledge of what is 
going on, so explain simply 
what the service is going to 
™ be about and... through your 
4 welcome pack say what is 
available at your church, not 
just on Sunday but on 


found the 
event an eye-opener: ‘What 
have we learnt from our 
experience? We’ve learnt 
that there are many people 
out there who are ready to 
join a church if only someone 
would ask them. We’ve 
learnt that if you only let 
down the nets, God will fill 
them.’ 

Other worshippers praised 
the simplicity of the cam- 
paign: ‘As a direct result of 
Back to Church Sunday, we 
already have one new family 
worshipping with us regular- 
ly. One of the great things 
about Back to Church 
Sunday is that anyone can do 
it. You don’t need large 
resources, or highly skilled 
people, you just need to have 
people prepared to give invi- 
tations to their friends and 
neighbours.’ 


By Jane Manley 

THE first thing to do is discuss Back to 
Church Sunday with your PCC, leadership 
and congregation. If it is agreed to go ahead 
inform organiser Jane Manley on 0118 9665 
288. You can also order stationery and 
resources from Jane or from www.back- 
tochurch.co.uk 

Next, with about 12 weeks to go, think 
whom you might invite - look at baptism, 
wedding and funeral registers, think of the 
school and other community organisations, 
or people you know personally. 

Most important is to make the invitation 
personal. Sunday School leaders should think 
of special activities and help children make 
invitations to give to their friends. Involve the 
school with a talk in assembly or perhaps an 
invitation to take part in the service. 

It is also useful at this stage to think how 
your church might follow up the event to 
involve new people. 

With about eight weeks to go hold a meet- 
ing for PCC members, housegroup leaders, 
Sunday School leaders, readers etc. to share 
the vision of inviting friends to Church and 
pool ideas. 

Then, in the month before Back to Church 
Sunday dedicate services to related themes of 


welcome, friendship, mission etc. 

Distribute prayer cards and pause in the 
service encouraging every member of the con- 
gregation to prayerfully consider three people 
they might invite. Pray for people who are 
reluctant, or nervous about issuing invita- 
tions. Discuss ways that they might overcome 
their fears. 

Three weeks before the event ask the con- 
gregation to give out their prayer cards. Don’t 
forget to tell the local media about your ven- 
ture. 

With one week left remember to pray in the 
service for those coming back to Church. Ask 
people to arrange with their invitees whether 
they will meet them at Church, walk with 
them, or perhaps offer them a lift. 

Finally, on the Christ the King Sunday, 
ensure guests are welcomed in an appropriate 
and warm way. Make sure there is plenty of 
information on hand, both about the service 
and about other Church activities. 

Most importantly, no Church should worry 
about doing all the suggested things. 
Experience shows that the most effective way 
of bringing people back to church is by per- 
sonal invitation. Therefore, the key is to 
encourage every member of the congregation 
to consider three people they could invite. 


Do’s and 
Don’ts 

DO 

Involve your whole Church. 
This event wil only work if 
you have support; 

Mobilise your Church to pray 
- for the people you would 
like to invite and for the wel- 
come you will give them; 
Publicise the event. That way, 
even more people may be 
tempted to come along and 
see for themselves; 

Plan your welcome carefully 
to give guests the best experi- 
ence possible; 

Consider disability - check 
accessibility and inclusivity; 
Provide a welcome pack of 
some sort for information. 

DO NT 

Be put off by the work 
involved. Share out the jobs; 
Forget to plan follow-up 
activities to give newcomers 
a focus for further atten- 
dance. 
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Finchampstead 


pilgrims take the coach 


Bv the Revd. Dr Richard Warden 
WHAT makes a pilgrimage a pilgrimage? 
Does it count if most of the pilgrimage is not 
done on foot but is by coach? The recent 
experience of 29 parishioners from St James’ 
Church, Finchampstead, who spent eight 
days exploring part of the Pilgrim Route 
(known as the Camino) to Santiago de 
Compostella in northern Spain, would sug- 
gest that ’comfortable’ pilgrimages - while 
not as arduous as the walking variety - can be 
equally fulfilling. 

This is because all pilgrimages surely con- 
tain three elements; the outer journey, the 
inner journey, and the good company of 
other pilgrims. 

This particular outer journey, superbly 
organised by Pax Travel, was chosen in order 
to visit the cathedral shrine of our own 
church’s patron saint (Santiago means St 
James), and it took us via two other magnifi- 
cent Spanish cathedrals in Burgos and Leon. 
The aesthetic and artistic grandeur of such 
buildings is in itself inspiring. But as a con- 


text for the inner journey they are trans- 
formed. What a remarkable ecumenical priv- 
ilege for an Anglican congregation to hold 
their own eucharistic services, celebrated by 
their own rector, in the side chapels of these 
Roman Catholic cathedrals! What a joy to be 
joined at our services by passing pilgrims of 
other denominations who were drawn by the 
singing of hymns ancient and modern! It was 
impossible not to conclude that the things 
that unite Christians are surely greater than 
the things that divide us. 

And what of the third element of pilgrim- 
age; the good company of other pilgrims? 
After all, eight days is a long-time with peo- 
ple you usually only see once a week! 
Without doubt the deepening of fellowship 
was unexpectedly an overwhelmingly power- 
ful experience. 

This experience of the Spirit continues to 
enrich not only those went on pilgrimage, but 
those to whom pilgrims return, for as our 
guide intriguingly said as we arrived back 
home, ‘Now the pilgrimage begins.’ 


Could you be a world mission facilitator? 


THE Diocese of Oxford will mark its World 
Church Year next year with a series of pro- 
grammes focusing on our belonging as part of 
the world-wide Church in mission. 

One of the first initiatives of the year, a joint 
course for people from our diocese and our 
partner diocese of Vaxjo in Sweden, will kick 
off this autumn. 

The course aims to educate, encourage and 
prepare a group of world mission 
facilitators.The organisers are looking for peo- 
ple from a range of backgrounds who have a 
passion for global issues and are committed to 
Christ and his Church. Some might have 
already lived or worked in other countries or 
be involved with mission agencies. 

Four sessions of the course will be locally 


based and cover discussion on: At home in the 
world; At Home in the Church, At home in the 
world Church; and Communicating the world 
church at home. 

There will be a seminar with participants 
from Vaxjo and another seminar in Sweden. 

In Oxford the course is organised by the 
Diocesan Council for Partnership in World 
Mission. Maranda St John Nicolle says: ‘We 
want to ensure we get people from every part 
of the diocese as participants will be expected 
to be available at times to facilitate parishes in 
their own or neighbouring deaneries to think 
and act about world issues.’ 

If you are interested in being considered for 
the course contact Maranda on 01865 378059 
or email her at ccowinfo@fish.co.uk 


A Duns Tew welcome 
for Texan visitors 

PEOPLE of Duns Tew, in Oxfordshire, welcomed visitors 
from Texas recently as part of a scheme called Parish 
Vacations Ltd, which matches church groups with host 
parishes in the UK. 

The visiting Christians from Grace Episcopal Church in 
Georgetown enjoyed a welcome reception, Sunday worship 
and a garden party in their honour, as well as visits to the 
Cotswolds, Oxford, Warwick Castle and Stratford-upon- 
Avon, during their week-long stay. 

The Rector of Duns Tew, the Revd Graeme Arthur, said: “It 
was a wonderful opportunity to get to know each other. The 
week was very, very successful. Around 76 villagers took part 
in the venture which is a big percentage of a small village and 
we all very much enjoyed it.’ 

To find out more about Parish Vacations Ltd contact John 
Bowker on 01798 874174. 


All change 
in three 
dioceses 

This is a time of change not 
just for our own diocese, with 
the retirement of Bishop 
Richard, but also for our 
diocesan partners in 
Kimberley and Kuruman 
(K&IO, South Africa, and in 
Vcixjd, Sweden. 

In K&K Bishop Itumeleng 
will be retiring at the end of 
the year. 

In Sweden, Bishop Anders 
Wejryd of Vaxjo has been 
elected 69th Archbishop of 
Uppsala. He is the first 
Archbishop to be chosen by 
the Church rather than the 
Swedish government since 
the disestablishment of the 
Church of Sweden in 2000. 

The national Church Board 
confirmed the election and 
issued the notice of his 
appointment in mid-May. 

He and the retiring 
Archbishop, Karl Gustav 
Hammar, have since issued a 
joint statement about people- 
trafficking in Europe, which 
they describe as 'a contempo- 
rary slave-trade'. 

The service for the recep- 
tion of the new archbishop is 
on 2 September - much to 
the disappointment of our 
Diocesan party who return 
from their visit the previous 
day. 

The election of a new bish- 
op for Vaxjo will take place 
in the autumn. 


by our cookery writer Ann Way 

Buckinghamshire Cherry Turnovers 

There is a lot of history attached to the making of cherry 
pies or turnovers in the Chilterns. At one time the whole 
area had many cherry orchards which grew delicious 
black cherries. Cherry harvest time was marked by 
'Cherry Pie 1 feasts and there is a belief that the Bucks 
Black Cherry Festivals were traditional rites from as far 
back as the Druids. Many churches would celebrate the 
cherry harvest with these feasts. Do write in and let me 
know if your church still holds a cherry pie supper. 

floured board and cut into medium sized rings. A small saucer is 
a good guide. 



Recipe 


Ingredients 

8 oz plain flour*' 

4 oz fat (I use 2 oz hard marg, 2 oz lard) 
Pinch of salt 

1 lb black locally grown cherries, stoned 
Fairtrade sugar to taste (about 3 or 4 oz) 
Milk to glaze 


Method 

Rub the fat into the flour to a breadcrumb consistency. Add 
enough ice cold water to make a soft dough. Roll out onto a 


Place the cherries and sugar on one half of each circle. Dampen 
around the edges and fold over. Seal by pinching or forking and 
rough up the edges with the back of a knife. Brush with milk 
and sprinkle a little more sugar. 

Bake on a baking sheet for about 25 minutes at gas mark 5 
(190C, 375f) or until golden brown. Ser.ve with clotted/or 
whipped cream. 


Act now for One 
World Week 2006 

ONE World Week may be Worship Anthology’ on CD. 
four months away - from 22- The resources on the CD 
29 October - but it’s time to include detailed information 
start planning, say the organ- f about this year’s key themes 
isers. of climate, chaos, conflict 

Set up 28 years ago, One and trade justice. There are 
World Week (OWW) is an suggestions for fun activities 
annual opportunity for faith for a variety of events from 
and community groups and school assemblies and public 
schools to join a world-wide meetings, 
movement of people taking . OWW chief executive offi- 
action for justice locally and cer, Kevin Fray, says: ‘This 
globally. year we want people to cele- 

Although OWW has brate the diversity in our 
events all year round, the communities, recognising 
week in October (encom- that we are part of one, inter- 
passing United Nations Day) connected world in combat- 
is an opportunity to focus ing inequality and discrimi- 
activities and celebrations nation. We want to change 
and raise awareness on issues minds and shrink the gaps 
of global justice, that our own lifestyles and 
This year groups have even the actions of those with 
more help in planning their power threaten to create.’ 
events. To purchase a CD or hard 

The OWW team has pro- copy of the Action Kit (£10) 
duced the new ‘Mind the call 0118 9394 933 or email 
Gap Action Kit and enquiries@oneworldweek.org 
Ecumenical Christian 
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Advertising Feature to advertise ring: 020 7417 5802 


Church 

Furniture 


Fair Trade 



Church 

Requisites 


VINO SACRO LTD 

Supplier of the finest 
communion wines for over 130 
years. Free samples available. 

Please contact: 

Vino Sacro Ltd, Marsh Lane 
Crediton, Devon EX17 1ES 
Tel/Fax: 01363 772333 
Email: sales@vinosacro.co.uk 






Issue 

Deadline: 


■ 




indigo 

v .alley' 

WHY NOT? 

USE FAIR TRADE 

FILTER COFFEE 

from 6 V 2 p per cup 
Ideal for after services 

Call 0845 054 0067 

OR VISIT 

www.indigovalley.co.uk/church/asp 



HILLTOP 

AUDIO 

SUPPLIES 

m Sound reinforcement 

• Induction loops 

• Video/data projection 
m Nationwide installation 

Tel: 0115 927 8291 

Email: 

info@hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Web: 

www.hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Unit 2 Broxtowe Park 
Business Centre, 
Calverton Drive, Streley, 
Nottingham NG8 6QP 


Therapy & 
Rehabilitation 


Life for the World 

Trust 

(Established 1967) We train 
churches to help those having 
drug and alcohol problems. 
From a half day’s drug awareness 
seminar to a university validated 
certificate. 

01225-426-265 or 
www.lftw.org 


UK Holidays 
and 

Hotels/Guest 

Houses 


BLACKPOOL, 
STRATHMORE HOTEL 
Central Location 

Recently refurbished. Quality Phis award. 
June/July/August special breaks. Mon to Fri 
B&B £70 per person. Groups (10+ guests). 
Special deal for organiser. 

Tel: 01253 632659 

tmvw.strathrnorehotelblackpooLcorri 


Keswick 

Small homely Guest House. 
Peaceful surroundings. All 
rooms ensuite, colour tv, 
teamakers. Private parking. 

Telephone Marian 
01768 772902 


West Norfolk 

Scenic, Historic, 

Good Beaches. 

Stay at Kiama Cottage 
Guest House. Four Diamond 
award, all rooms en suite, 
Non-Smoking. Two minutes 
to Town and Beach. 

Phone 01485 533615 


UK Holidays 
Self Catering 
& Caravans 


Broad Havan, 
Rambrokshira . 

Well-equipped cedarwood 
lodge in peaceful valley. 
Close beaches, coast path, 
fishing, attractions. Three 
bedrooms, sleeps 2-6. 
Tel: 020 8449 4775. 
email: 

r.deckerttiomasGbtlnternet.com 


Dorset/Wiltshire Borders 

Beautiful Thatched Country Cottage 
in small village. Sleeps 4 or 5. Very 
well appointed and equipped. Ideally 
placed for Dorset, North Somerset 
and Wfest Wiltshire. 

‘Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 5 . 
Available all year. 

01932 563141 



LUDLOW, SHROPSHIRE 
Period town house 

Quiet location in historic town centre. 
Castle and scenic walks. Mountain 
biking, horse riding. Acclaimed 
restaurants and shops 3 bedrooms: 
sleeps 2-6. From £30.00 /night. 

‘ Tel: 01858 881511 
firth@xaltco.uk 


Spain Villamartin 
Costa Blanca 

Apartment. Self Catering. Two twin 
bedrooms, two bathrooms. Sat TV. 

Air con. Private sun terrace. 
Shared Pool. Golf, sandy beaches, 
supermarkets and restaurants 
within 2 1/2 miles. 

01798 344072 or 
jpkh@waitrose.com 



Holidays 

Abroad 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 


BARBADOS 
ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
prlvatevillas.com 


Tours & 
Pilgrimages 


HOLY LAND TOURS 
NOVEMBER 2006 
Or let us plan 
one for you. 

Call Mark on 

0871 6660 262 

mark(g>mibtraygLg*mk 

MIB TRAVEL IS A RETAIL 
AGENT OF ATOL 2893 

Send us 
your ad 
by email: 

ads@c§iurchfiew^ 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 
ANNUAL, TRAVEL, INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP 
INSURANCE 


H 


Mil 


2 Weeks Europe — 

From only £18.95 per person 
(Price Vary Depending On Age) 

AS 911!’$$ Wc have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
if” rftLgy higher than normal age limits 

We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 
60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 
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Schools 


Clanfield sends teachers to Blair 


CLANFIELD C of E Primary School in 
Oxfordshire has been busy campaigning for 
social and trade justice as part of the Global 
Campaign for Education. 

Pupils took part in Global Action Week by 
making paper teachers to send to Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, highlighting the need for 
more teachers in third world countries. 

They were rewarded for their efforts with a 
reply from the Prime Minister detailing what 
the British Government was doing towards 
addressing the issue. 

Mandy Warwick, the school’s co-ordinator 
fox the campaign, told the DOOR: ‘We were 
very proud of the children who threw them- 
selves into the project and got a lot out of it. 
We’ll read the reply out during an assembly 
so that everyone can hear that their efforts 


have been acknowledged.’ 

The project was only one part of the 
school’s work in bringing global issues to 
their pupils’ attention. They lobbied the G8 
conference last year for education for all chil- 
dren in the world, and held events for 
Fairtrade Fortnight. 

Ms Warwick said: ‘Raising awareness of 
global issues goes on in all areas of the cur- 
riculum, from English through to maths, 
drama, music and even textiles, with patterns 
from Ghana for example. 

‘We try to negate the stereotypical images 
of poor third world countries and look at the 
whole picture of their culture and life.’ 
To find out more about the Global 
Campaign for Education see the website 
www.campaignforeducation.org. 


Tea party fun at Deddington 


THE official opening of a new Partnership 
Foundation Stage Unit and playground at 
Deddington C E Primary School, Banbury, 
marks the end of three years of fundraising. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Cohn Fletcher, planned to join governors, 
staff and pupils on 23 June for a celebratory 
Church service at SS Peter and Paul, before 
returning to the school for a tea party and 
tree planting Ceremony. 

A spokesman for the school said the new 
unit, used in partnership with Deddington 


Pre-School, will be used by 51 Foundation 
Stage pupils during school hours. It will also 
be a boost to the wider community being 
available, among other things, for a holiday 
club. 

Fundraising for the unit was a real joint 
effort between the school, pre-school and 
community with help, also, from the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

At the opening, Bishop Colin will unveil a 
commemorative plaque and plant a tree and 
time capsule. 


Marlow’s Church schools 
enjoy praise in the park 



Praise time in Marlow Photo copyright Newsquest 


THE peace of Marlow's Higginson Park was joyfully shattered on 16 June when children from the 
four Church schools in the town got together for a picnic and some lively worship. 

Praise in the Park has become an annual event for Marlow Church of England Infant School,, 
Holy Trinity CE School, Little Marlow CE School and St Peter's Catholic Primary School. 

Mr John Myers, head of Holy Trinity, told the DOOR: 'It's always a wonderful occasion with all 
the schools joining in wholeheartedly. It's very special because it's really the only time in the year 
that we all manage to come together. 

'Every year we choose a theme and perform drama, dance, readings and musrc in celebration. This 
year we chose 'Creation'. 

The afternoon was blessed this year by local minister the Revd Dani Munoz. 




Youth Worker 

required September for 
15-20 hours weekly at 
Shaw Church Newbury. 

House available for single person as 
part of remuneration package. 
Details: shawchurchoffice@xalt.co.uk 

Tel 01635 40450 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 


WYCLIFFE HALL 

OXFORD 


PART-TIME DIPLOMA IN 

BIBLICAL & THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 

with options in 

MINISTRY or APOLOGETICS 


Are you . . . 

eager to grow in your knowledge and understanding of Christianity? keen 
to learn how the Christian faith can be effectively communicated and 
defended in your context? aspiring to be better equipped to serve in your 
local church and community ? 

This exciting course provides academically excellent biblical and 
theological training and the opportunity to pursue a specialism in either 
ministry or apologetics. 

It is taught by staff at WYCLIFFE HALL, some of whom also teach at its 
new partner, the OXFORD CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN 
APOLOGETICS. The course takes place on Wednesday evenings, with 
four Saturday Study Days per year. The Diploma takes two years to 
complete and starts in September. 

Apply soon - places are limited! 

Contact: DBTS Course Director, Wycliffe Hall, 

54 Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 6PW or 
lifelongleaming@wycMe.ox.ac.uk or 01865 274212 



Emmanuel 
Christian School, 
Littlemore, Oxford 

requires an 

Infant Teacher and a 
Lower Junior Teacher 

as soon as possible. 

ECS is a small 
independent primary 
school where pupils 
are taught from a biblical 
worldview. 

Phone: 01865 395236 
email: 

admin@ecschool.org.uk 

www.ecschool.co.uk 


WORSHIPCENTRAL 

ENCOUNTER GOD I EQUIP THE WORSHIPPER I EMPOWER THE CHURCH 


WORSHIP CENTRAL 


We are very excited to announce the launch of 'Worship 
Central' - a school of worship to train and equip worship 
leaders, musicians and worshippers. 


The training day will take place at Holy Trinity Brompton 
and will include lots of space for worship and ministry; 
teaching to inspire and challenge and a range of practical 

workshops. 

The day will be led and hosted by Tim Hughes 
and Al Gordon. 

"There is an urgent need to train and resource worship 
leaders and musicians to grow in their giftings. My hope 
is that Worship Central will be a place where this can 

happen." 

Tim Hughes 

"Worship Central is a wonderful resource for anyone 
looking to develop the worship life of their local church". 

Nicky Gumbel 

23 September 2006 

www.worshipcentral.org.uk 
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Along the Discipieship Road Inspiration for evangelism 


THE Revd Jay Colwill, who is Vicar of Christ 
Church, Orpington in Kent, is a keen moun- 
tain biker. It is a sport that brings its fair 
share of challenges and trials, and demands 
considerable endurance and stamina from 
participants. He sees many parallels with the 
Christian journey, the ups and downs, and 
the qualities needed for success. Following 
Jesus today: Along the Discipieship Road is 
his exploration of this idea. 

'Jay takes us on a "bicycle 
ride" through the first century 
but the purpose is to help us to 
live with Jesus now and to be 
followers of his in the confusing 
and fast-changing, but also 
exhilarating, world of the 21st 
century' -The Bishop of 
Rochester 


into six chapters, each focusing on one of the 
disciples, and with questions for reflection at 
the end, making it ideal for either individual 
or group study. 

Colwill is clearly even more passionate 
about the discipieship than he is about moun- 
tain biking. The content is practical, common 
sense and relevant to today. He takes a hard 
look at the Church, society and individuals. 
You may not agree with all his generalisa- 
tions, but there is certainly plenty of food for 
thought here, and a clear challenge to go for- 
ward in your walk with Jesus. 

As the Bishop of Rochester says in his 
introduction, ‘Jay takes us on a “bicycle ride” 
through the first century, but the purpose is 
to help us to live with Jesus now and to be 
followers of his in the confusing and fast- 
changing, but also exhilarating, world of the 
21st century.’ 

And if you're a confirmed couch potato or 
car user, and not a mountain biker, don't let 
this put you off: there's nothing technical or 
alienating about the biking analogy. It's only 
a way of getting about. 


The book is first and foremost about disci- 
pieship. The author reflects on Jesus's first 
disciples, and their obstacles and distractions, 
and draws parallels with the struggle of living 
the Christian life today. The biking thread 
runs through the whole book: Thomas, for 
example, is ‘side-tracked’ by doubt, Matthew 
finds himself ‘at a fork in the road’, and 
James is ‘on the downhill slope’ and needs to 
‘put on the brakes’. 

The book starts with v n introduction on 
‘The long ride to freedom’ and ends with a 
reflection on ‘the next hill’. It is structured 


The Revd Ben Phillips is Area Dean of 
Deddington and Vicar of St John the Baptist 


Church ; Bodicote 



FOLLOWING JESUS 
TODAY: ALONG THE 

JAY COLWILL 

FOREWORD BY 
MICHAEL NAZIR-ALI 

BRF 

£6.99 


IN this excellent book Bishop Stephen does 
two things. First of all he gives a whole set of 
down to earth practical ideas about develop- 
ing an evangelistic style and activity in the life 
of the parish framed within a coherent under- 
standing of the importance of contact, nur- 
ture, commitment and growth. 

Secondly he sets this framework within the 
Catholic understanding of the work of God, 
the mission of the church and the centrality 
of sacramental liturgy. 

The practical sections of the book draw on 
Bishop Stephen's experience as a missioner in 
Wakefield and on the Springboard team. 
There are chapters on building a place of nur- 

'God is concerned for the welfare 
and well being of the planet, for 
the pursuit of justice, for the sal- 
vation of every individual human 
being. God's mission is vast and 
beautiful, God is the missionary/ 


ture, getting started and developing contact, 
conversion, helping people to grow in their 
faith. These chapters are packed with good 
advice, sensible ideas and excellent examples 
from parish life. 

For someone brought up within an evan- 
gelical and evangelising culture now serving 
in a catholic church it was the first part of the 
book and the last chapter which turned this 
book from a helpful handy guide to a book of 
inspiration and delight. Bishop Stephen sets 
the evangelising work of the church within 
God's concern. 


‘God is concerned for the welfare and well 
being of the planet, for the pursuit of justice, 
for the salvation of every individual human 
being. God's mission is vast and beautiful, 
God is the missionary.’ 

Bishop Stephen illuminates the key aspects 
of Catholic spirituality as: 

* An emphasis on the interior life and the 
attraction and beauty of holiness 

* A belief in the converting power of wor- 
ship especially sacramental worship 

* An understanding of the ministry of 
evangelism as accompanying people on the 
journey into the fullness of life 

* A passionate concern for justice 

* A conviction that coming to Christ also 
means becoming part of the church 

These ideas are set out clearly and with a 
resonance that will speak across the tradi- 
tions to all of us. 

A concluding chapter on worship again 
emphasises the growing acceptance across all 
those new expressions of church of the signif- 
icance of space, visual arts, welcome, the 
dance of dramatic action, the music, the 
words, the sending out and the preaching. 

The Revd Canon Keith Lamdin is Director of 
Stewardship > Training , Evangelism and 

Ministry in the Oxford Diocese 


FROM THE ABUNDANCE 

OF THE HEART: CATHOLIC 

EVANGELISM FQR ALL 

CHRISTIANS 

THE RT REVD STEPHEN 

COTTRELL , B _1SHQP_QF 

READING 

DLL 

£10.95 




Something for nothing - first come, first 
served! 

Advertise household articles for sale or donation in the Door, or send 
personal messages of congratulations or sympathy to friends and 
family - all for free! 

Simply fill in the form below and return it to us • we'll do the rest. 

Name: 

Address: 


Post Code: 

Telephone Number: 

Item/offer or description or message - up to a maximum of 20 
words: 


Post to: 

The Door, 4th Floor, Central House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 
8AR 

Space is limited and is offered on a strictly first come, first served basis. This is a 
reader service and does not extend to business sales of any sort. 





COURSES TRAINING CONFERENCES WORKSHOPS 


■111 



JULY . 

Sat 1 STANTON HARCOURT 

Ruttei; Gloria (Lower Windrush 
Choral Soc.), St Michael’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets 01865 882191 or 
on door. 

Sat .1 EASTHAMPSTEAD 

Purple 6c Gold Fete St Michael’s 
School field l-6pm. 

Sat 1-Sun 2 HAWRiDGE St 

Mary’s Church open 1 lam-5 pm; 
flowers, refreshments. 01494 
758332. 

Sun 2 DORCHESTER on 
Thames St Birinus Pilgrimage 
01865 340007. 

Sun 2 CLAN FIELD Gardens open 
2-6pm, teas. 01367 810577. 

Sun 2 LETCOMBE REGIS 

Gardens open 2-6pm. 01235 
766240. 

Thu 6 STOKE POGES Quiet 
Garden open; talk 10am. Stoke 
Park Farm, Park Rd, Stoke Poges 
SL2 4PG. 01753 644273, -643050. 


Fri 7 BANBURY Jail Break , the 
musical. St Mary’s Church 
10am-12 pm, 7.30pm. Tickets 
01295 711915. 

Sat 8 READING Yendall Manor 
Open Day 2-7pm (Blakes Lane, 
Hare -Hatch, on A 5). Family fun; 
strawberry cream teas. 

Sat 8 HIGH WYCOMBE 

Summer Fayre St Mary 6c St 
George Church, Rutland Ave, 
2pm. 

Sat 8 SHOTTESBROOKE 
PARK Church Fete in garden 

1.30- 4.30pm. Evening Picnic in 
garden, RASPO Steel Band, 

6.30- 9.30pm (bring your picnic). 
Tickets on door. 0118 934 3704. 
Sat 8-Mon 10 CROW- 
THORNE Flower Festival St 
John’s Church. Sat 10am-6pm; 
Sun 12-6pm; Mon 10am-4pm. 
Sat 15 HIGH WYCOMBE 
Summer Fete All Saints’ Church 
10am-4pm. 

Sat 15-Sun 16 NETTLEBED 

Art Show St Bartholomew’s 


compiled by Glare Wenham 

JULY & AUGUST 


Church: Sat 10am-5.30pm; Sun 
l-5.30pm. Sun 1 1 am ‘Reflections 
on St Swithun’s Day: weather and 
art-themed service, refreshments. 
01494 641280. 

Mon 17 MILTON KEYNES Sikh 
6c Quaker Steps on Interfaith 
Pilgrimage, Acorn House, 381 
Midsummer Boulevard 7.30pm. 
01604 864600, <www.mkweb. 
co.uk/religion> 

Thu 20 AMERSHAM ON THE 
HILL Lecture Rabbi Baroness Julia 
Neuberger. Tickets 01494 726680. 
Fri 21-Sun 23 FINCHAMP- 
STEAD St James’ Church Festival 
Weekend: concert, organ recital, 
floral displays, tower open, chil- 
dren’s games, cream teas, etc. 0118 
?73 0133. 

Sat 22 ASTON ABBOTTS 

Festival 2-5pm: church floral dis- 
plays, teas. 

Sun 23 ASTON ABBOTTS 

Festival St James’ Church open for 
floral displays; Song sof Praise 
6pm. 




oorpost is a free service for churches to advertise the! 

designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to 
doorpost^oxford.afiglican.org or by post to Church House, The deadline for the 
September issue is Wednesday 9 August 




Fri 28 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion. 
01491 571231. 

Sun 30 SLOUGH Open Day St 
Laurence, Upton: 3pm guided 
tours of medieval church; 4pm 
cream teas; 5pm Songs of Praise. 
01753 532425. (Tours 3-5pm 
Sundays to 3 Sept.) 

AUGUST 

Sat 26-Mon 28 STANTON ST 

JOHN Village Festival Weekend 
2-6pm daily: floral displays St 
John Baptist church, gardens open, 
art 6 c crafts, teas, 

Mon 28 HAWRIDGE. Annual 
jojnt Fete with Cholesbury, 
Hawridge Common. 01494 
758332. 

Fri 25 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion. 
01491 571231. 


Courses 

10 July Walking on Water 
A day exploring the critical 
relationship between the 
teacher, the individual & the 
organisation Prof. Paul Brown, 
Pauline Clare CBE 


11 July Turning Water into 
Wine A day exploring the rela- 
tionship between communities 
of wealth and power and those 
of poverty David Coates, Revd 
Ric Thorpe 

Both in Oxford, for clergy, 
spouses and lay leaders 


Revd Simon Walker, Leadership 
Community, Human Ecology 
Ltd, 3 Gladstone Rd, Oxford 
OX3 8LL, tel. 0186S 766313 , 
<www.humanecogroup.com> 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1-1. 10pm Praying at One 
(Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays Fridays); 1pm 
(Wednesdays) Holy 
Communion; 6pm 
Evensong (Thursdays Sung 
Eucharist 6pm); 
Wednesdays only 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 
Catnedral office: 01865 
276155, <www.chch.ox.ac.uk> 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday 
Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 


July and August Prayer Diary 


compiled by Pam Gordon 


; 


Dennis. Water Eaton Local 
Ecumenical Partnership: Baptist 
minister -'Christopher Bell. 

Tue 22 Woughton Team 
Ministry: clergy - Duncan Barnes, 
Kevin McGarahan, David 
Rudiger; licensed lay minister - 
Mike Davidge, Paul Norris, Tony 
Stanyer; URC minister - Janet 
Conway. 

Wed 23 Wading Valley Team 
Ministry: clergy - Richard Davis, 
Tim Norwood, Mike Morris, 
Pauline Hardy, Neil Eldridge, Tim 
Hadden; URC minister - Pauline 
Barnes; licensed lay minister - 
Phyllis Bunnett. 

Thu 24 Bartholomew the 
Aposde. Wolverton: clergy Jeremy 
Trigg. 

Fri 25 Accredited and lay minis- 
ters, their advisers and associa- 
tions. 

Sat 26 The diocesan administra- 
tors who provide the foundation 
for effective service. 

Sun 27 Eleventh after Trinity 

Activities and networks that link 
church with statutory and volun- 
tary agencies. 

Mon 28 Effective communica- 
tions within the diocese, in the 
deaneries between parishes and 
within each church, and for those 
who resource links through all 
media, especially the DOOR and 
web sites. 

The 29 All who maintain the 
church buildings, churchyards and 
cemeteries - cleaners, gardeners, 
craftsmen. 

Wed 30 All who prepare church- 
es for worship - cleaners, vergers, 
sacristans, servers, flower 
arrangers. 

Thu 31 The members of prayer 
groups and those who use the 
Door prayer diary.In last months 
prayer diary 


July 

Blessed be the Lord who bears our 
burdens day by day, for God is our 
salvation. Psalm 68:18. 

In the power of the Spirit and in 
union with Christ, let us pray to 
the Father for: 

Sat 1 Newport Deanery New 
Area Dean, Christa Cerratti, tak- 
ing over from Ian Pusey who 
retires early June. SCAN Parish 
welcoming a new incumbent, 
Mandy Marriott (10 July). 
Churches of the Deanery, as we 
take on board the results of tne 
Deanery Mapping Exercise which 
has proved so fruitful. Area dean - 
Ian Pusey; synod lay chairman - 
Rod Cannon; ecumenical repre- 
sentative - A. Slee. 

Sun 2 Third after Trinity. 
Organists, choirs and music 
groups, trusts and schools that 
support church music and teachers 
of singing and playing instruments. 
Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church 
Bellringers and their branches in 
our deaneries, tower captains and 
teams. 

Mon 3 Thomas the Apostle 

Gate: clergy - Alexander Mur- 
doch; licensed lay minister - Geoff 
Morris. 

Ttie 4 Hanslope with Castle- 
thorpe: clergy - Gary Ecclestone; 
licensed lay minister - Eric 
Dodworth. 

Wed 5 Lamp: clergy - Ian Pusey, 
Harold Lowndes; licensed lay min- 
isters - Priscilla Parry, Andrew 
Geary, Wendy Reidel. 

Thu 6 Newport Pagnell with 
Lathbury and Moulsoe: clergy - 
John Lewis, Lisa Cornwell, Glynis 
Bell; licensed lay ministers - 
Mervyn Evans, Colin Taylor. 

Fri 7 Olney: clergy - Philip 
Davies, Val Reveley; licensed lay 
ministers - Ruth Ayling, Rena 
Partridge. 

Sat 8 Lavendon with Cold 
Brayfield, Clifton Reynes and 
Newton Blossomville: clergy - * 
Christa Cerratti. 

Sun 9 Fourth after Trinity Sea 

Sunday. 150th anniversary of The 


Mission to Seafarers: pray for sea- 
farers and the church’s ministry to 
them. 

Mon 10 SCAN: clergy - Mandy 
Marriott welcome today. 

Tbe 1 1 Sherington with 
Chicheley, North Crawley, 
Astwood and Hardmead: licensed 
lay ministers - John Fielding, Pam 
Fielding. 

Wed 12 Wallingford Deanery. 
Several parishes facing substantial 
change; prayers are especially 
asked for All Saints’ Didcot, hop- 
ing to appoint a parish priest soon. 
New benefice of the Churn, fol- 
lowing the amalgamation of 
benefices of Blewbury, Hagbourne, 
Upton and North Moreton, South 
Moreton, Aston Tirrold with 
Aston Upthorpe. Area dean - 
Edwin Clements; synod lay chair- 
man - Graham Goy. 

Thu 13 Chum: clergy - Edwin 
Clements, Louise Butler; licensed 
lay minister - David Dendy; lay 
pastor - Beryl Hill. 

Fri 14 Didcot Group Ministry: All 
Saints: clergy - Allen Edwards; 
licensed lay ministers - Nick 
Hards. Ladygrove minister - Hugh 
Boorman. St Peter’s clergy - 
Edward Carter, Sister Patricia 
(Ann); licensed lay minister - Fran 
Childs. 

Sat 15 Harwell with Chilton: 
clergy - Chris Stott, Jean Barton; 
licensed lay minister - Robert 
Thomas. 

Sun 16 Fifth after Trinity All 

who offer an opportunity for spir- 
itual refreshment and reflection: 
spiritual directors, retreat and 
quiet day leaders, and places pro- 
vided as sanctuaries of stillness. 
Mon 17 Wallingford Team 
Ministry: clergy - David Rice, Jill 
Chatfield, Jim Spence. 

Ttaes 18 Crowmarsh Gifford and 
Brightwell-cum-Sotwell: church- 
wardens during vacancies. 

Wed 19 Streatiey: clergy - Elias 
Polomski, John Mackney. 

Thu 20 Cholsey and Moulsford: 
clergy - Andrew Petit, Valerie 
Gibbons. 


Fri 21 Wendover Deanery. Give 
thanks for the rich diversity of 
ministry opportunities in busy vil- 
lage centres and quieter rural com- 
munities, recognising the beauty of 
God's creation in the world and 
the relationships we enjoy. Pray 
for God's blessing on the work 
through the church High Street 
shop in Wendover. May God's 
love be made known in all that is 
done around this deanery. Area 
dean - Mark Deamley; synod lay 
chairman - David Perrett; clergy - 
Kevan Royle. 

Sat 22 Mary Magdalene. Aston 
Clinton with Buckland and 
Drayton Beauchamp: clergy - Alan 
Bennett, Elizabeth Moxley. 

Sun 23 Sixth after Trinity 

Children’s holiday weeks run by 
churches, especially Jigsaw, 
Lighthouse and Chatta Box. We 
pray for the teams preparing for 
them. 

Mon 24 The Crown 
Nominations Commission work- 
ing towards the nomination of a 
new Bishop of Oxford. 

Tue 25 James, Apostle. 
Ellesborough, The Kimbles and 
Stoke Mandeville: clergy - Tony 
Willis, Douglas Freeman. 

Wed 26 Great Missenden with 
Ballinger and Little Hampden: 
clergy - Rosie Harper; licensed lay 
minister - Patricia Neale. Little 
Missenden: clergy - John Simp- 
son; licensed lay minister - G. 
Beynon. 

Thu 27 Hawridge with 
Cholesbury and St Leonards, and 
The Lee: clergy - David Burgess, 
Ivor Cornish. 

Fri 28 Prestwood and Great 
Hampden: clergy - Mark Mow- 
forth, Kay Watters; licensed lay 
minister - Christine March. 

Sat 29 Wendover and Halton: 
clergy - Mark Deamley, Emma 
Coley; licensed lay ministers - 
Ruth Deamley, Bernard Roberts. 
Sun 30 Soventh after Trinity 
Children of the diocese and offi- 
cers responsible for advising, train- 
ing and education in schools and 


through parish programmes, 
camps and activity events. 

Mon 31 Weston Turville: clergy - 
David Wales, Susan Fellows. 

August 

Holy Father, protect them by the 
power of your name - the name 
you gave me - so that they may be 
one as we are one. John 17: 11 b. 
Tile 1 Those who work that oth- 
ers may take holidays. 

Wed 2 The nearly 400 non- 
parochial clergy serving the dio- 
cese. 

Thu 3 Non-stipendiary clergy in 
ministry in every deanery, includ- 
ing those designated OLM. 

Fri 4 Those who provide pastoral 
care and practical support for cler- 
gy and lay workers, during service 
and in retirement, including area 
convenors and Bishop’s officers. 
Sat 5 Wantage Deanery. Area 
dean - John Salter; synod lay 
chairman - Nigel Baring; clergy - 
Antonia Cretney; deaf chaplain - 
Roger Williams; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Sister Elizabeth Anne, Sue 
Sowden. 

Sun 6 Eighth after Trinity 
Transfiguration of Our Lord. 

Bishop’s officers and advisers, 
diocesan advisers and their teams. 
Mon 7 Grove: clergy - John 
Robertson, Dick Douglas. 

TVie 8 Hanney, Denchworth and 
East Challow: clergy - Anthony 
Hogg, Stephen James. 

Wed 9 Ridgeway: clergy - Alan 
Wadge; licensed lay minister - June 
Crabtree. 

Thu 10 Wantage: clergy - John 
Salter Nicholas Cheesman; parish 
sister - Barbara Noreen; lay pastor 

- Kevin Hall. 

Fri 1 1 Wantage Downs: clergy - 
Rita Ball, Jean Page. 

Sflt 12 Milton Keynes Deanery. 
Mission partnership - Milton 
Keynes Sector Team: chairman - 
M. Morris; ecumenical moderator 

- Mary Cotes; director of training 

- Peter JJallantine. Milton Keynes 
Christian Council: team leader - 
Stephen Norrish; team ministers - 


Graham Ghaleb, Graeme Skipsey, 
Ruth Walker-Singh. Area dean and 
associate area dean - Tim 
Norwood; synod lay chairman - 
Paul Bright; licensed lay minister - 
Peggy Faithfull. Diocesan ecumeni- 
cal officers and deanery represen- 
tatives are all committed to the 
many ways in which the fullness of 
unity in Christ’s church can be 
sought and promoted. 

Sun 13 Ninth after Trinity 
Those whose work or recreation is 
linked with the many water fea- 
tures in the diocese, for their safety 
in, and care of, the environment. 
Mon 1 4 Bletchley: clergy - Mike 
Archei; Mark Adams, Catherine 
Butt, Alan Bird; licensed lay minis- 
ter- Richard Catherall; lay pastors 
- R. Catherall, O. Hermes, P. 
Bates, P. Cutler, S. Gibbs, K. 
Pitkethly. 

TUe 15 The Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Waddon Way Church Local 
Ecumenical Partnership: clergy - 
Alan Bird; lay pastors - Peter 
Cutler; Sue Gibbs, Ken Pitkethly. 
Wed 16 Fenny Stratford: clergy - 
Victor Bullock, Ian Thomas. 

Thu 17 Christ the Cornerstone: 
clergy - Andrew Ollard, David 
Tatem, Beverley Hollins; licensed 
lay minister - Marian Ballance. 

Fri 18 Stantonbury and Willen 
Team Ministry: clergy - Peter 
Ballantine, Judy Rose, Andy 
Jowitt, Paul Smith, Margaret 
Goodall, Chris Collinge; licensed 
lay ministers - Arthur Chadwick, 
Barry Fleming, Cis Jones; Baptist 
lay preacher - Margaret Prisk; 
Methodist local preacher - Ruth 
Walker-Singh. 

Sat 19 Calverton held in plurality 
with Stony Stratford: clergy - Ross 
Northing, Giles Pinnock; Church 
Army - Sister Janet Northing. 

Sun 20 Tenth after Trinity 

Those with examination results 
this summer, that they will have 
wise guidance and support with 
their choices. 

Mon 21 Walton Team Ministry: 
clergy - David Lunn, Susan 
Jackson; Baptist minister - Stuart 


Correction to June Prayer Diary 
(13 June): .Cher bury with 
Gainfield should have read: Clergy 
-*Sally Welch, Joy Hance; licensed 
lay minister - Margaret Terry. . 
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Youth View 


Behind the scenes with our 

I WAS intending to write 
about the success of the 
Basildon Youth Club; how, 
over three years, this village 
church, with its (then) elderly 
congregation has run activi- 
ties for young people who 
mostly live on the local 
estate; how it has grown, such 
that teenagers from outside of 
the village have heard about 
it from word of mouth and 
come along. 

But, it's been a bit quiet at 
youth club recently. In spring, 
we took 18 young people to 
the lambing at Rushall Farm, 

35 went ice-skating and we 
had a regular weekly atten- 
dance of 20-30. This term, we 
have yet to hit double figures 
and sometimes leaders have 
outnumbered young people. 

Which highlights a big issue 
in rural youth work and a 
challenge for the youth workr 
er. What do you do when only 
a few turn up? Or worse, what 
if none turn up? Or (worse 
again) what if it's only one? It 
is very difficult to motivate 
helpers, if they feel they are 
not needed, or that the group 
is no longer relevant. But it is 
with small groups that we can 
make the most impact and 
build the best relationships. 

There is a pressure on us to 


diocese’s youth workers 

strive for quantity, particular- 
ly in outreach. After all, we 
want to communicate to the 
greatest number of people. 
So, we try to create activities 
that will have general appeal. 
If we have only a few young 
people in our community, we 
may feel we should bus them 
out to a bigger event, or send 
them to the church down the 
road that seems to be more 
successful. 

But, the problem with large 
numbers is that the quality of 
relationships becomes 
increasingly superficial. Small 
groups, or (better yet) infor- 
mal chats with individuals, 
are where the real work is 
done. Recent successes, where 
young people have become 
part of our church communi- 
ty, or wanted to find out more, 
have come from working with 
small groups, or pulling a few 
people out of a bigger group. 

Large events should be a 
result of many small groups 
coming together for mutual 
support and fun - not an 
attempt to pack as many 
unsupervised teenagers into a 
building as possible. 

Ray Ellis is the church youth 
worker for Basildon ; Bradfield 
and Bucklebury ; Berks 


Up through the atmosphere 


The weather might have been better, 
but Ascension Day for the mayBe 
community of Oxford was still a soar- 
away success ... 

MEMBERS of the mayBe community took their 
worship into the open air once again on Ascension 
Day this year. 

The group marked the day with kite flying in 
South Park, Oxford, and despite gathering storm 
clouds and a little wind still managed to get air born. 

Adults and children alike had enjoyed a kite-mak- 
ing workshop during the week as preparation for the 
event, which was the community’s way of exploring 
the Ascension story. 

The Revd Ian Adams, mayBe’s minister, said: ‘as 
part of our exploration of Ascension Day we have 
looked at ancient customs associated with the mys- 
terious story of Jesus’ ascension into heaven. 
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One of the mayBe kites prepares to ascend 


. Photo mayBe 


Storm clouds gathered 


‘One medieval tradition included making 
a figure of Christ rise through a hole in the 
church roof above the altar. Our use of kites 
is a contemporary take on traditions such as 
these. 

‘Our members enjoyed the symbolism of 
making the kites and tried very hard to fly 
them on 25 May, though the weather was 
against us. The smaller kites still managed 
quite well.’ 

The mayBe community is part of the 
‘Cutting Edge Ministries’ set up by the 
Diocese of Oxford in 2002 to encourage 
and support new forms of emerging 
Church. 

It is one of the diocese’s newest Church 
communities and generally meets informally 
in people’s homes, or in cafes and open 


spaces, rather than using a traditional 
church building, ‘exploring creative, simple, 
engaged and playful living in the way of 
Jesus’. 

Ian told the DOOR: ‘We are trying to 
grow a modern Christian community from 
Anglican tradition. Our activities as a com- 
munity are an adventure into God-centred 
living. 

‘Predominantly mayBe members are in 
their 20s and 30s, though we have some 
members as young as two years old and 
people in their 70s. The Ascension Day wor- 
ship was for all ages and went down very 
well.’ 

To find out more about mayBe log on to 
their website: www.maybe.org.uk 


THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

By David Winter 


BCP services hard to find? 
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PruytT Book 
Society 


Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 01 18 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 
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and Robemakers 
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TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
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Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, T have seen the Lord’; and 
she told them that he had said these 
things.’ John 20:18 

« 

Mary Magdalene has been in the news 
recendy, mainly because the book and film 
of the Da Vinci Code recycles an old story 
that she was the wife of Jesus and the moth- 
er of his children - this after he had amazing- 
ly survived crucifixion, got himself out of the 
tomb and wafted her off by boat to (of all 
places) the south of France. 

There is, needless to say, no historical evi- 
dence for this piece of romantic fiction, any 
more than there is any real substance in the 
notion that Mary from Magdala had once 
been a prostitute. So, with her feast day 
falling this month (July 22nd), it might be a 
moment to ask what we really know about 
her 

She was a disciple of Jesus, one of a group 
of faithful women who followed him and 
supported him, it would seem, from their 
own resources (see Luke 8:1-3). At some 
time in the past Jesus had delivered her from 


some unnamed mental or moral bondage 
(Mark 16:9). Perhaps as a result of this, her 
devotion to him was exceptionally strong. It 
would probably be fair to say that no 
woman, except possibly his mother; was 
closer to Jesus or more deeply committed to 
him. 

The most important thing about Mary 
Magdalene, however; was what happened 
on Easter morning. She went to the tomb 
with some other women, but Mary is the 
only one identified in all four Gospels as a 
first witness to the most important event in 
human history since the creation, the resur- 
rection of Jesus. In John’s Gospel, Mary 
Magdalene alone has a tender and intimate 
encounter with the one she first calls ‘my 
Lord’ and then ‘my Teacher’. The response 
of Jesus to her baffled questions is simply to 
say her ‘pet’ name, ‘Minam’. He told her not 
to ‘touch’, or perhaps better ‘cling to’ him - 
from now on their relationship would be a 
spiritual rather than an earthly one. No, 
Mary was not his wife, but she is to be hon- 
oured for all time as the first witness to the 
risen Jesus. 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
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3 Maiibow* Utm, Reading Bill 7JA 
Tel: aill 8534 fm 0118 9S7 

By appointment only 
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